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Navalsupremacy
Redifon's new Naval Radiotelephone equipment is 
now in Senior Service. Selected by the Royal Navy, 
the 643 transmitter is the product of private initiative 
and development. With its companion CJP 
general-purpose receiver, this new radiotelephone 
has the vital responsibility of updating medium 
and long distance communications between 
British warships of all classes and shore bases.

Despite its big task, the 643 can be 
operated easily with minimum training. Operators 
can set rapidly to pre-determined frequencies, 
search crowded bands or hunt for those elusive 
coast stations.

Throughoutthe 1970'sthe Redifon 643 
will play a key naval role; not only for the Royal 
Navy but also for all the most modern navies 
throughoutthe world.

redifonB
A Member Company of the Rediffusion Organisation.

R ed ifon  T e le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  L im ite d  
Radio C o m m u n ic a tio n s  D iv is io n  
B ro o m h ill Road 
London  SW 18 4 JQ  
T e l: 01-874 7281

..t..



THE COMMUNICATOR
P U B L I S H E D  A T  HMS ' M E R C U R Y '

The Magazine o f the Communications Branch, Royal Navy 
and the Royal Naval Amateur Radio Society

SPRING 1973 VOL 21, No 4

C O N T E N T S

page page

Commissioning F orecast 153 Going the Rounds in M ercury ... 163
Editorial ............................ 154 M ercury Theatre C lub ............... 164
Comprehensive Occupational 20 N autical Questions ............... 166

Analysis ............................ 155 The F leet Section ............................ 167
M r C lifford Ol i v e r ............... 157 Spring C rossword ............................ 195
Letters to the E ditor 157 Communications G azette ................ 196
The Old Order C hangeth ... 159 D rafting—Pull-a-Draft ............... 197
The Long Way H o m e ............... 161 Drafting ......................................... 198
RN Communication Ch iefs’

A ssociation ............... 162

Editor: Lieutenant-Commander J. H. Ellis
Assistant Editor: Lieutenant-Commander A. Banham
Treasurer : Lieutenant A. E. K night
Sales Director: Lieutenant M. Murphy
Secretary : ROl(G) E. Parkinson
Business, Production &
Advertisement Manager: Mr Edgar Sercombe, 44, Abbots Ride, Farnham, Surrey

COMMISSIONING FORECASTS

Editor’s Notf. The following details are forecast only, changes may-well take place at short notice. Details are 
given in the order: Ship, Type, Date if known, Commitment.

Types of service are as follows:
GSS General Sea Service HSS Home Sea Service—Accompanied
GSC General Commission PS Port Service
FS Foreign Service Commission

Ltandaff
Ajax
Endurance 
Eskimo .. 
Hermes 
Gurkha . . 
Arethusa 
Tartar . . 
Falmouth 
Hampshire 
Cleopatra 
Herald . . 
Salisbury 
Triumph 
Herald . . 
Zulu .. 
Penelope 
Tartar . .

A/A Frigate, May, Commission at Chatham, GSS Home/E of Suez 
GP Frigate, June, Commission at Devonport, GSS Home/E of Suez 
Ice Patrol Ship, June, Recommission at Portsmouth, GSS Home/SASA 
QP Frigate, June, Commission at Chatham, GSS/Home/WI 
LPH, June, Commission Devonport, GSS 
GP Frigate, June.
GP Frigate, June, C & M Party at Devonport, PS.
GP Frigate, July, Trials Crew at Portsmouth, PS (Trials).
AS Frigate, July, LEP
GM Destroyer, August, Commission at Portsmouth, GSS.
GP Frigate, August, C and M party at Devonport, PS.
Survey Ship, September, Reduced trials crew at Leith, PS (BLDG)
AD Frigate, September, Refit crew at Chatham, PS.
SMS, September, Refit crew at Portsmouth, PS.
Survey Ship, December, Trials crew at Chatham, PS (Trials).
GP Frigate, December, Trials crew at Rosyth, PS.
GP Frigate, December, C and M party at Devonport, PS 
GP Frigate, Commission at Portsmouth, GSS Home/WI.
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EDITORIAL
Our Gazette lists the latest promotions 

and we offer them our congratulations. But 
if we select one of them for special men­
tion, we feel sure that they would agree 
and join all Communicators in congratula­
ting Lieutenant-Commander R. A. Thomp­
son (MACO, HMS Mercury) on his pro­
motion to Commander. This promotion from 
boy telegraphist in 1942 to Commander in 
almost 31 years should prove an inspira­
tion to all Kellys in HMS Mercury, and to 
all Junior ratings in the Communication 
Branch. But sudh promotion does not come 
easy. It needs — love of our Royal Navy, 
affection for our Communication Branch, 
and a hell of a lot of hard work. But this 
will not daunt the right men.

Lt-Cdr Thompson (MACO)
Lieutenant-Commander Thompson joined 

HMS St George as a boy seaman on April 
2, 1942, at the age of 15|, from RHS 
Holbrook. He became a boy telegraphist 
whilst at St George. He passed for a TO 
in London in November 1944; for LJg Tel 
in QE in July 1945. Between 1947-49 he was 
onboard London during the Yangtze Inci­
dent. In 1950 he passed for PO Tel and dur­
ing 1951-54 became a wireless instructor and 
served in Cossack during the Korean War. 
In 1956 he was rated CPO Tel and passed 
for Commissioned Communicttion Officer. 
He became a Sub-Lieut(SD)(C) while serv­
ing in Birmingham between 1957-58 and a 
Lieutenant(SD)(C) in Tiger (1958-61). Pro­
motion to Lieut-Commander(SD)(S) came 
when he served in Ganges between 1964-66. 
He joined HMS Mercury as MACO in 
1971.

It is of interest to note that in Boy Tele­
graphist Thompson’s class in St George 
were Boy Telegraphist Blackwell, now 
FCRS(W) Blackwell, and Signal Boy J. 
Riggs, now Lieut-Comdr J. Riggs.

HALF-PRICE
It costs us 36Jp to produce one copy of our 

magazine The Communicator. But we sell it to 
our readers at half this price—18p. We are able 
to do this for two main reasons. First, by using 
the revenue we receive from our advertisers to 
cut costs, and secondly, by using the subscriptions 
we get from our readers when they buy a copy. 
There is a third way but this is rarely used — and 
that is to reduce the number of pages in any 
particular edition of the magazine. In the normal 
course we endeavour to publish an edition of 52 
pages since this figure usually means that we 
‘break even’.

In the last edition of The Communicator we 
mentioned that, notwithstanding the selling price 
of the magazine ought to be increased to 25p, no 
increase would be made due to the freeze. This 
still stands. But in order to keep any possible 
future losses to a minimum this edition, and pos­
sibly the next edition, has been reduced to 48 
pages. We are confident that our readers will sup­
port this measure until the freeze clarifies itself.

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE
Since an extremely important Questionnaire will 

be despatched to about 3,500 Communicators 
within the next few months, your editor would 
like to highlight some of the features contained in 
the article ‘Comprehensive Occupational Analysis’ 
which appears on the opposite page.

But first let me assure you that this new Ques­
tionnaire has nothing to do with the one issued 
by the WIST Study Team last year. That one was 
confined to one aspect of a Communicator’s job 
— his use of books. This one is vastly different 
since it seeks information not only about a man’s 
professional and technical employment, and his 
participation in ship and other general duties, but 
also his opinion regarding certain aspects of his 
service life.

The Questionnaire itself comprises 80 pages, 
and is divided into the seven sections indicated in 
the photograph opposite. It should take about two 
hours to complete. You are being asked to give 
your own personal views to each of the ques­
tions, rather than the views of your messmates, 
and not to be fatuous. Without doubt Communi­
cators will go along with this very sensible advice. 
If you are in any doubt you are advised to con­
sult your divisional officer before answering the 
questions — but you do NOT have to show him 
the answers you eventually make. The Question­
naire is confidential but you are not asked to 
give your name, service number, ship or estab­
lishment.

Now please read this important article on COA 
bearing in mind that the Communication Branch 
is being given the chance to play a part in help­
ing to shape the future of the Royal Navy.
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THE COMPREHENSIVE OCCUPATIONAL ANALYSIS (COA) TEAM

Z  SECTIONS PACKED WITH INTERESTING QUESTIONS

SECTION G -  GENERAL COMMENTS
____  SECTION D -  PUBLICATION'S

SECTION A -  BACKGROUND DETAILS

SECTION F -  SERVICE CONDITIONS
1 SAMPLE OF QUESTIONS gSECTION E -  WORKER CHARACTERISTICS

2 . G iv en  t h a t  th e r e  w ould  be a  c o n t i n u i t y  
o f  n a v a l  jo b s  i n  any UK a r e a  -  w here 
w ould  you p r e f e r  t o  h o u se  y o u r  fa m ily ?

A c c e p t in g  t h a t  p e n s io n s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  
w i th  l e n g t h  o f  s e r v i c e  -  w h a t do you 

' t h i n k  i s  th e  i d e a l  r e t i r e m e n t  age?  
(fro m  th e  S e r v i c e ) .

The Officer-in-Charge, Naval Manpower Utilisation Unit (NM UU), Comdr E. G. S. Walker, with mem­
bers of the COA Team who will be handling the Questionnaires referred to in the Editorial and article on 
the opposite page.
Left to right: Inst Lieut-Comdr R. Hawketts, BSc; Comdr Walker; CPO (Coxswain) G. C. Spencer and 
CRS B. M. Oxborough.

COMPREHENSIVE 
OCCUPATIONAL ANALYSIS

by Members of the Naval Manpower Utilisation 
Unit (NMUU)

During the recent past a number of strange 
faces have been seen in HMS Mercury, some of 
whom do not even belong to the Communication 
Branch. (See photograph above.) In fact they 
all belong to the newly-formed Comprehensive 
Occupational Analysis (COA) Team from the 
NMUU which itself in an outport of the Man­
power and Training Department in the Ministry 
of Defence.

What does the N M UU  do?
Formed in 1967, and now located in HMS 

Vernon, its task then was to analyse in depth the 
complement of the Leander class. From then the 
tasks of the Unit have developed into the two 
fields of Task Analysis and Job Analysis. In the 
former area the Unit is currently writing Job In­
formation Cards for planned maintenance in the 
Leander class; the preparation of drills in Opera­
tional Sequence Diagrams format for certain new 
ASW and SAGW equipments, and studies in sup­
port of the User/Maintainer manning concept and 
the possible Operations Branch of the future.

In the field of Job Analysis most of the work
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is related to Objective Training and is in direct 
support of CINCNAVHOME. The Unit consists 
of 5 officers, 30 senior rates, one Wren and 4 
civilians. Presently serving there are GRS Ox- 
borough and CCY Smart.

Comprehensive Occupational Analysis
This is a new computer-based analysis technique 

which, if successful, could be adopted for use 
throughout the Royal Navy. It is called Compre­
hensive because it seeks information not only 
about your professional and technical employ­
ment and your participation in ship and other 
general naval duties, but also your opinion re­
garding certain aspects of your Service life.

How Communicators are going to be Analysed
First, not all Communicators will take part, 

excluded are Submariners, ‘S’ Branch and WRNS. 
These categories have been excluded solely to 
keep the size of the trial to easily manageable 
proportions.

All other Communicators will receive an 80 
page Questionnaire which is completely confiden­
tial and does not require you to fill in your name, 
service number, ship or establishment.

Why Communicators? Because it is a well 
structured Branch thus allowing easy job com­
parisons and has been recently job analysed there­
by allowing the NMUU to compare the results 
gained by conventional analysis techniques With 
the fuller information that should be available 
from COA.

The Questionnaire Itself
The 80 pages are divided into 7 sections as 

indicated in the photograph opposite and should 
take about 2 hours to complete. Its construc­
tion is of vital importance and some 50 ratings 
in HMS Mercury have assisted in compiling, 
phrasing and in the validation trials of the sec­
tions which make up the full questionnaire.

The questions are aimed to allow you to con­
tribute not only to training course re-design by 
finding out the scope of the job you actually do 
in your ship or establishment, both inside and 
outside the Communication Branch, but also to 
give you the chance to give your views to the 
Ministry of Defence in an informal manner about 
your pay, accommodation, etc.

It is therefore very important that you co­
operate in this trial and answer the questions as 
honestly, and as accurately, as possible, giving 
your own personal views and opinions.

Those of you serving abroad (ship or shore) 
will receive your copy by mail, via your com­
manding officer, but will be asked to mail them 
back to the NMUU in the addressed envelope re­
ceived with your questionnaire.

The questionnaire is confidential, and anony­
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mous, to encourage completely honest answers and 
opinions. The limits of acceptability of the replies 
to a number of questions have been predeter­
mined, and any responses which are ridiculous or 
fatuous will be rejected automatically during 
computer processing. This means that if you de­
cide to play the fool when responding to the 
questionnaire, you will have lost your opportunity 
to take part in an important trial which could 
possibly affect many aspects of Service life in the 
future. If, however, you must be facetious then 
you can do so with complete freedom because 
you cannot be identified. The loss is yours be­
cause there must be a number of subjects on 
which you feel strongly, and would like to pre­
sent your views to the Ministry of Defence, but 
have not been easily able to do so in the past.

Advantages of this form of Analysis
One of the main advantages is that it provides 

for the first time, for the Ministry of Defence, 
comprehensive numerical information of opinion 
and facts about Service life in all its aspects.

I'f this trial shows COA to be of value to the 
Service for training and personnel matters, then it 
could be adopted throughout the Royal Navy. In 
this way a computer data bank could be built up 
with many outputs immediately available for man­
power planning, recruiting, training and general 
personnel matters.

Information gained from the Analysis
The analysis of all questionnaires completed 

by you will be passed to the Ministry of Defence 
for use in finding areas of work or Service con­
ditions where improvement or further study ap­
pears to be needed. Similarly the information 
gained from the professional section of the ques­
tionnaire will be used for compiling lob Speci­
fications for each rate and passed to HMS Mer­
cury for use in training, etc.

Computer programmes will be run to compare 
the jobs of similar rates in different types of 
ships or shore establishments or sub-specialisations 
within the Branch, This could indicate whether or 
not extra training is required for a particular job, 
ie, PJT.

This is your Chance
This is your opportunity to contribute to a trial 

of an important analysis technique which, if 
generally adopted, would allow you to have a say 
in the shaping of the Navy of the future.

This seems to us to be an hour or so of your 
time vested in a worthwhile cause. The en­
thusiasm and co-operation which the NMUU has 
received from many individuals and sections in 
HMS Mercury has been invaluable and is greatly 
appreciated. It is certain that, if similar support 
is forthcoming from the ‘men in the field’, the 
trial will be a success.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The late Mr Clifford Oliver. (A 1965 photo.)

MR CLIFFORD OLIVER
by the Editor

It is with great regret that 1 have to announce 
the death of Mr Oliver who has served as a Cleri­
cal Officer in HMS Mercury for the past 12 years.

Mr Oliver joined the RN as a boy seaman at 
the age of 15 years and retired as a Lieutenant 
(SD) (G) 35 years later in 1960. During his career 
he served in HM ships Impregnable, Amphion, 
Hood, Milford, Arabus, Kempenfelt, Cardingham, 
Revenge, Bellerophon and Peregrine', and ashore 
at Malta, Simonstown, Whale Island and Vernon. 
His war services included convoy work and gun­
boat patrols.

After retiring from the RN, Mr Oliver re­
turned to Whale Island as a civil servant and 
then came to Mercury as the CB Officer, and later 
a:, the Training Records Officer.

He was very highly respected in HMS Mercury 
bj both the uniformed and civilian staffs and his 
cremation at Portchester was attended by officers 
representing the Captain, HMS Mercury from both 
staffs.

I am sure that all who serve, or have served, in 
HMS Mercury would wish to offer Mrs Oliver 
their condolences on her great loss.

Dear Sir,
In reply to R02 Thomas’ query concerning the 

siting of the new OOW’s office on the Droxford 
Road (Winter edition 1972), he may be interested 
to know that this was chosen so as to catch chaps 
like R02 Thomas slinking off early on his 
“Friday — While”.

He may also care to note that the new Admini­
stration Block has been so designed that the 
Captain’s and Commander’s offices overlook the 
retreat route past the ‘old’ OOW’s office. The 
route to the west of the camp is covered by a 
secret electronic device invented by X Section, 
which sounds an alarm bell in the OOW’s office.

Whichever route is chosen, R02 Thomas can 
rest assured that he will be recognised by his hat.

‘Old H and'

By editor. — The photo below shows R 03 Thomas 
all set to go ashore. His hat deceiveth no one —  

certainly not ‘Old Hand’

Dear Sir,
Having been a regular subscriber, and a not so 

regular contributor to The Communicator over 
the years, it seemr to me that the eternal problems 
of the actual content of the magazine are still 
a major headache to the Editor. May I therefore 
make the following observations and suggestions: 

1. What is the Target Population? What pro­
portion of readers are officers, senior rates, 
junior rates, Reservists or ex Communicators?
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2. How to achieve a balanced content that 
satisfies the target population?

This seems to be the major factor in a success­
ful magazine. My own preference is for a more 
professional content, a view shared by many of 
the “older generation”. 1 do appreciate however 
that trainees and junior ratings would not buy 
the magazine if it were to become some sort of 
semi-official BR. The senior brethren are also 
loath to buy or contribute to the magazine if it 
contains articles that relate RO Bloggs’ run ashore 
in Hong Kong, HMS ‘A’ beating HMS ‘B’ at 
hockey or that LRO Snodgrass is being relieved 
by LRO Snitch next week! Clearly, this is the 
crux of the matter; a magazine is only as good 
and as lively as its readers make it by their con­
tributions and an editor can only produce the right 
balance from the contributions sent in.

One of the disappointing features of the last 
few editions is the lack of articles and information 
from Mercury. The Signal School is after all the 
‘Home’ of the Communicator, and apart from 
articles by the training staff from the front office, 
which are always informative and interesting and 
the regular articles from the FCPO and CPO 
mess, there is little else from Mercury.

What about the Petty Officers, the Signal School 
mess, the WRNS, or indeed, the wardroom? A 
large proportion of the fleet would be delighted 
to be kept in touch with their respective ‘Homes’.

Mercury itself is going through a major face­
lift, a monstrous concrete jungle obliterating the 
beloved broadwalk. Surely an article on the build­
ing programme, together with photographs, parti­
cularly an aerial photograph of, say 10 years ago, 
compared with a current aerial picture, would 
make interesting reading to all who have spent 
some time in Mercury.

If we cannot extract an article from members of 
our own department, and I suspect that almost 
every ship’s SCO/senior Communicator have ex­
perienced this, perhaps we should provoke them 
into action. One method of achieving this would 
be to start a new feature on a controversial subject 
in order to obtain some reaction from the readers. 
One disadvantage of course is the period of time 
between publication and, unlike the correspondence 
column of a daily newspaper one could never 
'keep the pot boiling’ nor make it current news.

Another alternative could be a ‘Query Corner’ 
feature or a ‘Get it off your Chest’ column. Whilst 
1 am not advocating a rush of trivial suggestions 
or complaints, nor wishing to by-pass normal 
Service channels I do feel that there is a need for 
some form of an exchange of ideas and suggestions.

To start the ball rolling, may I offer the follow­
ing, under a loose heading of ‘What are we doing 
ab o u t............’!
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1. Aircraft Crystals
Having just over 5,000 type ZKRC crystals on 

my PLL, why is it that SCOs are still responsible 
for care, custody and provision of PTR 170 
crystals? Surely the Air Radio Department should 
take them over since they are part of an aircraft/ 
helicopter fit in exactly the same way as a part 
of the engine, airframe or exhaust pipe.

I do not need to reiterate the nausea of docu­
mentation work and trying to keep track of PTR 
170 crystals which are loaned to squadrons which 
are constantly on the move. The ships SCO is 
firmly pinned down by:

a. RNCP 1, para 3220 a. (1).
b. RNCP 13, para 106 b. (4).
c. BR 222, section 1, article 1.
d. BR 96, article 1328 (2) (c).

2. Abbreviations for use in Messages 
reference:— RNCP 9, Annex A.

Taking a sample of signal traffic and noting 
the number of abbreviations in current use, it 
would seem there is a requirement to add to 
those abbreviations listed in the reference. A junior 
MDC operator recently held a signal back pend­
ing a re-run because it contained ICOS in the 
text. It was very soon recognised by a more 
experienced R02(T), however that this is not the 
point; the junior checked Annex A, and since it 
wasn’t listed, assumed it was garbled. No doubt 
there are similar cases of the use of unauthorised 
abbreviations, and whilst I am not suggesting we 
introduce long lists of American, Army or Royal 
Marine type abbreviations, I do feel that there is 
a case to legalise some of the more commonly 
used ones by adding them to the list in Annex A. 
Some of the more frequently used abbreviations 
are: —

ICOS—In course of supply 
N/A—Not available
N/A AICOS—Not available, alternative in 

course of supply
AVICOS—Available and in course of supply
WEF—With effect from
IAW—In accordance with
ASAP—As soon as possible
DIRLAUTH—Direct liaison authorised
BLR—Beyond local repair
TELECON—Telephone conversation
IDC—In due course
COSIR—Cite our service in reply

The majority are well known to the Air and 
Naval Stores Departments and, by their continual 
use, the Communicators eventually become au fait 
with them:

Let us legalise them!

Mr. D. L. A lderson, 
FRCS 

HMS Bulwark



THE OLD ORDER 
CHANGETH . .

by CRS W. C. Tinkler, BEM

As an old youngster or young veteran, depend­
ing on the reader’s age, I frequently find myself 
in the unusual position to appreciate the changes 
which have taken place in the Communication 
Department. Not, necessarily, the obvious tech­
nical advancement, but rather the environmental 
changes which have resulted from that and the 
dictates of the modem society.

Thirty-odd years ago the Branch was sub­
divided into two factions known as Sparkers and 
Buntings which were constantly at loggerheads. 
Indeed, in one ship in which I served they were 
actually messed separately.

Each sub-department had a ‘god’ at its head, 
known as the Chief Yeoman and Chief PO Tel 
respectively. And in that order of seniority. In 
capital ships there was a supreme being beyond 
the Chief known as the Signal Bos’n and Warrant 
Tel respectively. However, while it was sometimes 
possible to speak to the Chief, if conditions and 
your approach were correct, the only time you 
spoke to his superior was to say ‘Yes/no, SIR’ 
or to explain in the least possible number of 
words why you had or had not done something 
to incur the wrath of the Gods before you saw the 
Captain. I often wondered what the correct order 
of precedence was but in later years I discovered 
that it was Captain, Signal Bos’n, Warrant Tel, 
Commander, etc.

Beneath the Chiefs were demi-gods known as 
Yeomen and PO Tels. These beings were usually 
easier to approach than the Chief, but again con­
ditions had to be in your favour. If you were 
especially privileged you could sometimes address 
these respective personages as ‘Yeo’ or ‘Pots’.

The Leading Hand was not a ‘god’, except in his 
mess. Therein he was KING. He was easier to 
approach than his superiors, but there was a 
correct way again, and if you followed that and 
did exactly what he said and when he said it 
(or, better still, beforehand) you could be reason­
ably certain of a congenial relationship.

So much for the personnel, but what of the 
material? There were no loudspeakers in the 
vicinity of the bridge, flag deck or any other area 
under the authority of the Chief Yeoman. The 
only communication channels between the VS 
and W /T spaces were the voice pipe, with a 
message bucket and a tit to press to announce 
that there was one in the latter, and an internal 
buzzer. The normal operating speed of the buzzer 
was 175 wpm which reduced to about 35 when 
you were rated Tel (TO), as I remember it. There 
was also a compressed air pumping system known 
as a Sturtevant which was used to pass copies of 
signals between the various signal offices. French 
chalk was used as an internal lubricant and as a 
means of making blue suits white and buntings an­

noyed if the system was improperly manipulated.
Up top communication was effectively con­

ducted by the expert use of flags and pendants 
(with a ‘d’), semaphore (hand and mechanical) 
morse flag occasionally and lamps. All the bunt­
ing was clean and in good repair and the lamps 
used to shine before they were switched on. Only 
the Captain spoke to the Chief Yeoman, by whom 
he was known as ‘My Captain’. Other lesser be­
ings, except the Signal Bos’n were referred to the 
Yeoman of the watch — often a Leading Hand —- 
while he was ‘waiting on the Captain’. The Chief 
Yeoman was always waiting on the Captain when 
he was on the Bridge.

Down below there was one loudspeaker in the 
office. It was used so rarely that I used to be­
lieve that it was simply a cunning device to con­
ceal some unsightly blemish on an otherwise scru­
pulously clean bulkhead. The W/T equipment 
was very awe-inspiring, highly polished, carefully 
treated and housed in 3" steel cases. It comprised 
‘FILAMENTS’, ‘HT’ and lots of copper rods. The 
latter were fitted for the development of the junior 
rates’ elbow muscles; the others were too tech­
nically involved for other than Leading Tels and 
above.

Taking over the watch was a ritual. You plugged 
in your ’phones while your opposite number was 
still reading, and at some convenient moment he 
turned over the state of the ‘wave’ and signed the 
operator’s log against a precise indication of time. 
If during this process — or at any other time — 
the odd morse symbol was allowed to be heard 
in the office it could have proved painful. Before 
the watch on deck was relieved the office, flag 
deck, etc, were cleaned and squared off. This did 
not apply to the morning watch. They scrubbed 
out.

To the ship’s company, sparkers and buntings 
were regarded as the elite. Boys were not allowed 
to speak to the ship’s company but if they had 
to they addressed everyone as ‘Sir’. They had their 
own smoking space on the upper deck and smok­
ing was not allowed on messdecks by anyone.

Things are somewhat different now, of course. 
The Chief is ‘only a senior PO’ and the old War­
rant Officer has been replaced to some extent by 
the new Fleet Chief. The POs are known as CY 
(Communication Yeoman) and RS (Radio Super­
visor) and the Leading Hand (Leading Radio 
Operator of whatever sub specialisation) is re­
garded as a senior radio operator who receives a 
bit more pay. The junior rates are grouped to­
gether for most professional and domestic pur­
poses and are known to each other and often by 
their seniors by their Christian or nickname. As 
before, the word Christian is often a misnomer.

The original two sub-departments have been 
strengthened (I think) by a third known as ‘Gol- 
lies’ which specialises in electronic warfare but 
these can be employed to a greater or lesser ex­
tent in general communications.
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These days every form of communication ap­
pears to go on a loudspeaker. Except PREP and 
the odd 1NTCO signal — which is about the only 
bunting tossed now. Headphones are not the ‘in’ 
thing and I suspect that one might easily be 
accused of suffering from a wide variety of afflic­
tions and abnormalities if seen wearing them. As 
an illustration: I was at sea in the senior officer’s 
ship with 11 other ships in company. The follow­
ing nets were manned:

(a) The Fleet RATT Broadcast. On a ’speaker, 
but I know not why.

(b) The (Ship-Shore) Availability Broadcast. On 
a speaker.

(c) 500 kHz on the auto D /F  receiver. On a 
speaker. There is no phone socket.

(d) The Tactical Voice Net, which was man­
ned by a bunting on the Bridge but still on a 
'speaker in the office.

(e) BBC Radio 2 — but I suppose it’s reason­
able to expect that to be on a ’speaker.

The total manpower on watch (or, in any event, 
in the Office) was one Junior (Boy). It may be 
difficult to believe, but at one point he was actu­
ally dancing to the accompaniment of the caco­
phony of noise issuing from (e)! That’s con­
fidence for you.

So how, broadly, does the modern Communi­
cator compare with his predecessor of, say, the 
’30’s? The earlier model had a very much deeper 
knowledge of a much narrower range of skills 
and subjects. For example, the bunting knew his 
Fleetwork backwards, procedure intimately down 
to the last ridiculous short break and could 
read a light and semaphore with his eyes shut, 
so to speak. For practical purposes, cryptography 
did not exist.

The sparker had a fairly intimate knowledge of 
his limited range of equipment, which he serviced 
himself. His procedure was immaculate (morse 
only, remember) and he operated at speeds round 
about 30 wpm comfortably. In his sleep, if neces­
sary. In both instances, the only recording in­
strument he used was pencil, and it is interesting 
to reflect that even today it is usually possible 
to identify an old time communicator by the style 
(not to mention the legibility) of his handwriting.

Today the Communicator has a shallower 
knowledge of a much wider range of skills and 
subjects and is more interchangeable between the 
sub-departments. Morse is a dying art and sema­
phore long dead. Typing (which includes tele­
typing, of course) is a basic skill at which all are 
highly proficient and which is taught from the very 
earliest days of training. Procedures generally are 
not quite so important except in certain parts of 
the message format, in which it must be exact 
since it involves certain machine functions for 
routeing, etc.
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Tactical Communications (or Fleetwork) is prob­
ably many times more extensive, involving as it 
does so many more operating conditions and situa­
tions (or so the buntings tell me — and I was 
ever gullible).

Radio equipment and techniques are, of course, 
infinitely more complex embracing voice, RATT, 
facsimile, etc, on all bands of the frequency 
spectrum right up to about 400 mHz and often 
using multi-channelling. (Again, it is interesting 
to reflect that ‘two-tine’ channelling on VHF was 
fitted in battleships as far back as 1934 but we 
cannot pretend that it was in any way as 
sophisticated as the modern techniques — despite 
the use of dipoles.)

Cryptography is something we cannot discuss, of 
course, but James Bond seems to know a thing 
or two about it, if we read him aright.

There are, too, other operating procedures 
which, although in some cases used before 
the war, are now much more specialised. Naval 
Gunfire Support, Mine Countermeasures and Air 
Communications are some obvious examples.

The modern Communicator can and does take 
a more active part in ship husbandry. There are 
no ‘passengers’ in a ship and all departments 
share the communal tasks such as store ship, 
clean ship, jack-stay transfers (another new one). 
The Communicator is as likely to be responsible 
for ithe cleanliness of the cabin flat as the seaman.

All of which poses the question, which can be 
regarded as the most efficient, the old or the 
new? It is difficult to decide because it must first 
be necessary to define what is meant by efficiency 
as it is used here. Fewer men are trained and 
borne to handle a much higher volume of signal 
traffic — which must be regarded as greater 
efficiency. On the other hand it is rare to see a 
signal these days which is not corrupt if only in 
some small detail and by modern processes such 
corruptions are usually distributed as such with 
no attempt to correct them unless the action offi­
cer specifically asks for it. Signals appear to go 
astray more often but, again, the volume of traffic 
is so much greater. Thus, the modern communi­
cator may be regarded by the statisticians as more 
‘cost effective’, which is an all-important con­
sideration now, and again the word efficiency is 
suggested. However, I would plead that the old 
’uns were more painstaking and certainly more 
accurate.

For me the greatest sacrifice made to the God 
of advance has been, not the tot (and what 
flimsy grounds they stopped that on!) but the pride 
of being a Sparker or a Bunting, with a capital ini­
tial. Nowadays, they are just communicators. 
With a small one.



THE LONG WAY HOME
by Lieut Cdr C. G. Traill—X Section

(Continued from the Winter 1972 Edition)
My last article ended with family and car in 

Tabriz ready for two weeks exploring Turkey. 
After a morning’s drive we crossed the border 
at Bazargan with no problems and were soon on 
the road to Agri with the snow covered peak of 
Mount Ararat away on our right. We spent the 
night in a small hotel in Agri — definitely not re­
commended for the fastidious tourist — but at 
about 20p a head we couldn’t really grumble. 
Water was provided by one cold tap in the corridor, 
all electricity went off at ten o’clock and the loos 
did not encourage regular visits, to say the least. 
However, the place was saved by having double 
glazing and by the kindness of the proprietor 
who went off to the market to buy eggs for our 
breakfast which we cooked on our gas stove in 
a conservatory on the roof which seemed to be 
the residents lounge.

The weather was depressing with snow starting 
to fall and we had to make the decision as to 
whether to follow the orthodox route via the Black 
Sea coast to Ankara or to try to go via Lake Van 
and central Turkey to the Mediterranean coast. 
With some trepidation we decided on the latter 
course and headed south towards the lake. For 
mile after mile on a rutted track we wound our 
way through the hills without a sign of a human 
being. Lake Van, seven times the size of Lake 
Geneva, stands at six thousand feet in the centre 
of an area of utter wildness, where except on 
the shores of the lake itself man has made little 
impression. We reached the lakeside at lunch­
time in a blizzard and found a cave where we 
cooked beef hash. The first of many timber 
lorries came lumbering up the hill towards us 
and stopped to find out if we needed help. We 
soon realised that we had to wave at every 
vehicle that passed otherwise, almost without 
exception, they would stop. It was a pleasant 
feeling.

We circled the lake to Tatvan and then west 
up the road to Mus where we hoped to spend 
the night. However, the hotel given in our ‘fully 
revised and up to date’ guide had been closed for 
two years and another was shut for the winter 
and there was nothing for it but to carry on to 
Bingol, centre of a terrible earthquake a few 
years ago. We were now in an area renowned 
for bandits and it was pitch dark so we hoped 
that they would stay out of the rain and sleet 
that turned to snow as we climbed over the 
successive mountain ridges. As we came over 
one of these we came on a lorry upside down in 
the ditch with its front end sticking out into the 
road beautifully illuminated with a string of 
coloured lights connected to the battery. The two 
ex occupants were warming themselves at a fire 
made from old tyres and appeared uninjured.

In the best traditions of the area we stopped and 
a splendid sign language conversation took place 
in which they indicated that they wanted to be 
taken three kilometres up the road. The trouble 
was that they would not be separated and I could 
not take three adults in one passenger seat so 
having removed their boots and got in they had to 
get out again. In the end we indicated that we 
would send someone back to them from whatever 
was three kilometres up the road and we parted 
the best of friends. In fact shortly afterwards we 
were passed by a lorry so we knew they would 
be helped.

We had just recovered from this little incident 
when the road was closed in front of us and 
arrows indicated a track across some sand. After 
a short distance we rounded a dune and there 
was about a hundred yards of fast flowing river. 
Some two minutes later a timber lorry drew up, 
the driver got out, pointed to the river and then 
to the level of our headlights and shook his head 
sadly. However, we couldn’t stay there all night 
so I indicated that he should go ahead and I 
would follow in his tracks. This 1 did, keeping 
the engine revs high, and we crossed safely to 
be greeted by grins and handshakes from the driver 
and his mate.

We reached Bingol which is being entirely re-

Goreme Guest House — all mod con!
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built and the cafe owner phoned every hotel in 
the town without success. He would take nothing 
for either the phone calls or the tea and cake 
that we had. Such is the hospitality of Eastern 
Turkey. On through the night to Elazig where 
we found a hotel which could provide both beds 
and food, notwithstanding it was nearly one in 
the morning. The next day we crossed the central 
Anatolian plateau, through Malatya and Kayseri 
and arrived at our next goal after Lake Van, the 
remarkable Goreme Valley, where we were to stay 
for a couple of nights.

The valley is an arresting sight. The local 
stone is tufa or tuff which is soft and has weathered 
away into a mass of stone chimneys and twisted 
pinnacles many with a giant flat stone on the 
top like a hat, so that the whole effect is like 
something conceived by Salvador Dali. It was 
probably soon after Christianity had gained a 
foothold in Asia Minor, that a group of Byzantine 
anchorites began to settle here and to chip their 
churches and cells out of the soft rock. Refugees 
swelled the population until at its height the 
numbers are estimated at some 30,000 inhabitants. 
Today it is deserted but one can visit the hundreds 
of churches and see the rooms with tables and 
benches carved out of the rock floor and the 
numerous religious frescoes painted on the walls. 
As if this wasn't enough, there are at least two 
complete underground cities built round a central 
ventilation shaft. The one we visited was built 
on seven different levels and connected to the 
second by an underground tunnel 3 kms long. 
When attacked, for example by the Arabs in 
the seventh century, the inhabitants would retire 
downwards blocking the narrow passages with 
giant stones. Water was available and both the 
ventilation shafts and smoke holes were led some 
distance away so as not to give away the main 
entrance.

The fascinating valley of Goreme would repay 
at least a week’s stay but it was soon time for us 
to move on. In my next and last article I shall 
cover the rest of our journey through western 
Turkey, into Europe and home.

Thank you advertisers.

The attention of our readers is drawn 
to the advertisements in this issue. 
Please support them when you are in 
the market for the goods and services 

they offer.

RN COMMUNICATION CHIEFS’ 
ASSOCIATION
by the Hon Secretary

The annual re-union of Members of the Asso­
ciation will be held in the Fleet and Chief Petty 
Officers Mess on Saturday, September 8 and the 
Committee will shortly be meeting to decide the 
arrangements. It is not anticipated that the format 
will greatly change but as this is the fifth anni­
versary of our formation the time may be con­
sidered opportune to vary slightly the evening’s 
arrangements. Membership now stands at well 
over 300.

It was with very great regret that we learned 
of the death on December 16 of our Member 
Mr J. W. Hall ctf Hambledon; ‘Nobby’ had been 
connected with the Branch all his working life. 
At the outbreak of war he was a Chief PO Tele­
graphist, was promoted to Temporary Warrant 
Telegraphist shortly after and eventually retired 
from the Service in 1946. He then joined the staff 
of the Instructional Drawing Office in HMS Mer­
cury and remained in that office until his retire­
ment in 1968. In his younger days in the old 
Signal School in RNB he worked very closely 
with Admiral of the Fleet Earl Mountbatten of 
Burma, then a young Signal Officer, and renewed 
his acquaintance in later years when, as First 
Sea Lord, he visited HMS Mercury.

It is hoped to arrange a Social Evening in the 
Mess for RNCCA and Mess Members and their 
Ladies some time during the Summer Term. Fur­
ther details of this will be forwarded to all Mem­
bers in their next News Letter.

The present Hon Secretary of the Association 
will be handing over his scraper immediately after 
this year’s re-union and will then be joining the 
ever growing band of Pensioners with nothing 
to do but take the dog for a walk. He is being 
relieved by Chief Radio Supervisor Charlie Tinkler 
the present Hon Treasurer and he, in turn, by ex 
Chief Radio Supervisor (W) Ron Strangeway.

We have just learned that it is no longer pos­
sible for Members of the 1914-1918 RN Tele­
graphists Association to hold their annual re­
unions in HMS Chrysanthemum. This is mainly 
due to the hazard in negotiating the brow which, 
to these now elderly gentlemen, can be more than 
a risk at low tide. They have however, been able 
to arrange this function at the Victory Club for 
Saturday, April 28 and we wish them all a very 
happy and successful evening.

Have a good leave.

HIDDEN CITY
The hidden city in the last edition was Copen­

hagen. The lucky prize winner was CY L. S. 
Rockett of HMS Warrior.
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GOING THE ROUNDS IN MERCURY

STAFF
CBO Mr W. C. Bugg K1 Lt-Cdr A. G. M. A. Provest
G1 Lt-Cdr D. F. Cave MACO Lt-Cdr R. A. Thompson
GM1 Sub-Lieut T. Pratt Ol Lt-Cdr B. Johnston, CF
IDO Mr S. J. Fliggs SA(FT) Lieut C. S. Collins

SORT Lt-Cdr C. W. Williams 
SOTAC Lt-Cdr B. Burns

SOTO Lt-Cdr T. S. R. Crozier 
SOTS Lt-Cdr P. Clark 
T1 Lt-Cdr D. Dobson 
TPO Lieut M. A. Nugent 
TRO Mr H. F. Leham 
W1 Lieut T. B. Mitford

THE FLEET CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS 
AND CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS’ MESS

The President : J. E. Eilbeck, FCRS 
Vice-President: T. C. W. Hankey, FCCY 

Mess Manager: R. K. Ginns, CRS
Mess Secretary /Treasurer: J. Hilder, CRS

Mess Committee: B. Adlam, CME(M), J. Leppard, 
CRS(W), Staff Sergeant J. Ross 

Entertainments Committee: P. Shuttlewood, CRS, 
D. Smullen, CRS, K. Allen, R Mech,

R. S. Harris, CRS
The conversation was as follows: —
When is the article for the Communicator due?
Tomorrow.
Did I ever amend your management guide to 

make it a task personally undertaken by the mess 
manager?

Not yet.
I will do.
So here we are again another three months have 

flown passed and despite all the management tech­
niques we are doing the article by the ‘Off the 
Cuff technique.

Mess members leave and mess members join

as you will note from the draft page. One you 
won’t see is WO II ‘Jim’ Ross, Mercury to Nassau 
No 3 foxhole. Jim left in style rather noisier than

Dining in Captain Morgan 
Back row, left to right: CRS(W) Leppard, FCCY 
Hankey, Captain Morgan, FCRS Eilbeck, CRS 
Ginns, and CRS Shuttlewood.
Left foreground: CPO WTR Bradford, CRS
Coombes.
Centre, left to right: FCRS Boon, CCY Barnett, 

CCY Bell and CRS(W) Elder.
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Jim Ross telling the Mess how he became an 
RCI, TCI and EWI.
Left to right: CPO WTR Bradford, FCRS Big- 
nell. W 02 Cooke, FCRS Boon. W()2 Ross and 

FCCY Hankey.

when he joined (so I’m informed) as his swan 
song was the Dining in night with Royal Corps 
of Signals, Blandford as the mess official guests.

As a result we have a new ‘Honours Board’ for 
the mess. No longer need we ponder on the ‘Brown 
Job’, you know, before the bloke with glasses.

The farmers are back digging up the front 
lawn to build the Sportsdrome complex, so it’s 
muddy boots again for a while. The end result 
will be worth a slight inconvenience.

Pete Shuttlewood and company go from strength 
to strength with the social calendar. Occasions 
worthy of note November 30, when we dined 
in CSS Captain R. C. Morgan, RN.

Then the grand Christmas Draw (1. Postal orders 
to Mauritius) and to finish last term the Christmas 
Carnival night. It's early days this term but Val-

Jim Ross writing his own chapter in Mess history 
— presenting the Mess with a plaque.
Back row. left to right: FCCY Hankey, CRS 
Cockett, CRS Hilder, C/Sgt Thompson, RM, Sgt 
Huckstead, RAF, W 02 Cooke.
Front row, left to right: WOl Maxted, Jim Ross, 

FCRS Eilbeck, CRS Yeo.

entines night, plus the annual dinner dance on 
Wednesday, March 7 certainly proved Pete and the 
Committee's talents.

I leave it to the photographs to tell the story.
We are still in need of back numbers of the 

Communicator for the mess archives, so if you have 
any send to the mess please.

Short and sweet and whilst I have the pen to 
hand I'll amend the Mess Managers guide.

MERCURY THEATRE CLUB
by The Secretary, Lieut D. C. Sayce

The 1972 theatre season in Mercury closed on 
Thursday. December 7, a night to remember for 
several reasons. Firstly it poured with rain, then 
the audience added to their dampness by pro­
ducing tears, mainly of laughter; finally the cast 
of our pantomime ‘Aladdin’ rounded off a wet 
evening by drowning their sorrows in copious 
amounts of ale. wine and other liquids. Sorrow 
is the most unhappy word, and perhaps unappro­
priated used in this context, but there was in­
evitably a little unhappiness mixed with a great 
deal of joy at the end of a very successful panto 
run. Everyone concerned worked very hard, and 
judging by audience reaction and ante-performance 
comments their efforts were well worthwhile. 
Thank you Mercury Players 1972.

We did not realise at the time that his brief 
but warmly appreciated appearance in ‘Aladdin’ 
was to be the last (until the next) for President 
Nixon, alias Lieut Comdr Owen David (Dai) 
Somerville-Jones who, after propping up The 
Mercury Theatre Club for X years is at last 
departing for pastures new. Thank you Mr. Presi­
dent for your efforts and support, and we look 
forward to your next ‘term of office’.

Sadly the departure of our Secretary left 
Mercury without an experienced producer for the 
RN Drama Festival, and we reluctantly were 
forced to withdraw. Success to those Establish­
ments participating, and a promise that Mercury 
will be back in the fray next year.

Thoughts must now turn to the Winter Term 
1973. It would be unthinkable to allow the festive 
season to go by without a show, and although 
December is a long way away it is not too early 
to start planning.

This year it is hoped to stage a revue. We need 
lots of new ideas, sketches, musical talent and, 
above all, enthusiasm. If you have heard a joke, 
seen or written a sketch, or have any ideas which 
you consider would be useful please get in touch 
with me. This may sound like a poor man's 
‘Opportunity Knocks’, but there is a great deal 
of satisfaction and fun to be gained from seeing 
one’s ideas being brought to fruition.
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IN AND AROUND KELLY SQUADRON
K1—Lieut-Comdr A. G. M. A. Provest. K2— 
Lieut P. J. Stembridge (Administration). K3— 
Lieut A. W. R. Wilton (Training). K4—Lieut W. B. 
Traynor (Antrim Division & PTSO). K5—Sub- 
Lieut R. E. Woodham (Glamorgan Division). 
K6—CCY I. Hankey (Fife Division). Administra­
tive Chief—CRS D. Woodland. Senior Instructor 
—CRS R. Yeo.

Their Boots Were N ot Made for Walking
Look below at the heartwarming photograph of 

seven-year-old Christopher Harris at the controls 
of the chairmobile which was donated by the 
Kelly's pictured with him.

The Kelly’s. CY Jackson and JROs Atkinson, 
Denny, Hacked, Coleman, Johnson, Bucknell and 
Strutt walked and walked for hours and hours, 
mile after mile, to keep within a specified time 
limit, and succeeded in raising no less than £103. 
But having got this money — what to do with it 
was the question! After great thought they de­
cided upon a day school for Spina bifida and 
Spastic children which is controlled by the Queen 
Alexandra’s Hospital at Cosham. The day school 
itself advises parents on the type of equipment

FIRST CLASS EFFORT FIRST CLASS 
RESULT

Seven-year-old Christopher Harris at the controls 
of the new chairomobile donated to the Queen 
Alexander day school for spina bifida and spastic 
children which serves a large part of Southern 
Hampshire. The ‘Kelly’s’ who walked to provide 
it — from left to right — JROs Strutt, Hackett, 
Atkinson, Denny and Bueknall, and CY Jackson. 
A word to Christopher —- don’t drive too fast, and 
we will look you up next year to see if the ‘L’ 

plate can be removed!

which would best suit their particular child but 
up until now the 70 pupils lacked a chairmobile.

That is how Christopher came to be in the 
driver’s seat. All Communicators congratulate the 
Kelly Squadron team on their great initiative and 
extend to Christopher and his 69 chums every 
good wish for the future. And they do not forget 
the dedicated nursing staff at the day school.

The Community Communicators
RS Cheshire and 15 of the Kelly’s of G33 class 

(that’s them in the photograph below) did their 
community relations stuff in the form of an 
‘Exped Bravo’ in and around the Petersfield Com­
munity Centre which is supervised by Mrs Blun­
dell who is also shown in the photograph with 
her son.

Under the supervision of Mrs Blundell the team 
tackled a wide range of work, from heavy jobs 
in two senior citizen’s homes, to clearing and 
burning some 3 cwt of rubbish near the Com­
munity Centre to prepare for the building of a 
children’s playroom. RS Cheshire, with his shirt 
off, and ably assisted by his wife Wendy, and 
their small daughter, Michelle, were in the centre 
of the workers.

Though it is suspected that this experiment was 
not the first in its field, it has provided future 
‘Exped Bravo’ teams with a model of Service 
participation in local civil affairs.

Mrs Blundell has asked that a ‘Bravo Zulu’ 
be given to ‘Exped Bravo’. Done herewith.

THE MERRY KELLYS OF G33 CLASS 
Our photo shows Mrs Blundell, the Supervisor of 
the Community Centre, her son, and, from left 
to right: R 03 Mclaren, JRO Prince, JRO Gibson. 
JRO McNamara. JRO Bennett, JRO Seed, R 03  
Hunter, JRO Reed, JRO Brown, JRO McMaster, 
JRO Smith, JRO Topping. JRO Gairns. JRO 

Cummings and RS Cheshire
Another Bravo Zulu

To RPO Sully and CY Glazier for their splen­
did effort in the RN and RM Motoring Associa­
tions’ Rally •— an overall second.

The course, which started and finished in HMS 
Daedalus, passed through some 8 other 
establishments where tests of various kinds had 
to 'be undertaken. Our team came top in the writ­
ten examination in HMS Fisguard and scored an 
excellent 99.5 per cent in a rigorous 5-hour 
trial of their navigational skill. Their car, a 
Triumph Vitesse 6, did well over the course with
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CY Glazier at the wheel most of the time, the for­
midable navigational problems being left in the 
capable hands of RPO Sully. Over the 24-hour 
period, the team covered 680 miles finishing with 
an impressive display of car handling by RPO 
Sully in the 10-lap speed trial in HMS Daedalus.

Coinings anil Goings
A warm welcome to . . .  a two-hatted officer, 

Lieut Traynor our new PTSO and Antrim divi­
sional officer; to CCY Hankey now established as 
Fife divisional officer, and to our new Admin, 
CRS Woodlands.

After his elevation RS Leppington leaves us to 
occupy the G Section Regulating Chief's chair. 
To him — farewell and thanks. That goes too for 
RS Abell (the wise Golly) who, it is rumoured, is 
going to spread enlightenment among his native 
tribe in the ‘North’, after both an honourable 
and lengthy stay in the Squadron. A cheerio to 
RS Adams who has gone to HMS Hermes.

We lost Wren Janet Pierce to the Captain’s 
Office and won Ldg Wren Julia Charman who 
has relieved Janet and who has things well under 
control.

In the Field
In the ship's inter-squadron cross-country Kelly 

Squadron came first in conditions which the over­
all winner PTI Ellis (alias Nipper) described as 
‘rather sticky underfoot'. Laurels must also be 
awarded to that intrepid band of instructors who 
ran the entire course, and who achieved creditable 
piacings. They had grit and guts.

The Squadron did well in the Command Cross 
Country Championships with JRO (well done) 
Finlay coming second, and with Mercury A team 
3rd overall and B team 4th overall.

JROs Coyle, Beech and Cole were selected for 
the RN Youth soccer team to play against the 
Army — Coyle receiving a special mention for his 
switch from forward to centre-half, and expertly 
coached by Lieut Wilton. Beech and Cole have 
now been selected for the RN Youth touring 
team. Well done you two.

The Squadron can be justly proud, and the 
Kelly’s concerned doubly proud, to have won 
the Royal Navy Novice Tetrathlon Champion­
ships. In this competition 40 competitors, includ­
ing teams (three in each team) from the Army 
and RAF, had to take part in the four following
events:

Swimming .....................  300 metres freestyle
Running .............. 4,000 metres cross country
Fencing ...............................................  (Epee)
Shooting ..........  (.22 pistol at turning target)
Our team won with JRO C. Byrne in 6th place 

(3rd placing RN), JRO Beard in 9th place (6th 
placing RN) and JRO Harding in 18th place 
(12th placing RN). The Kelly's were coached by 
PO PTI Ellis and all training was done in their 
free time.

Take a bow you three Kelly's. And PO PTI 
Ellis.

Rugby: At one time we had up to seven 
Kelly's playing regularly for the ‘Pirates’, the 
Portsmouth United Services' Under 19 Rugby 
XV. Now we have Kelly's Lindsay, Lockhart. 
Hannaway and Moorhouse who have played in 
most of the Pirates' games. Good show Kelly's.

Up the Mountain
Seven Kelly's were fortunate enough to be 

selected to attend a mountaineering and skiing 
course in Scotland. Their unanimous verdict — 
‘Smashing. When can we go again!'

Shop
There has been a change recently in the length 

of time to be spent by you in your first ship as 
a JRO/R03. The original period of 27 months 
is being reduced to 12 months. This is being done 
because of increased numbers to enable New 
Entries of the Communication Branch to be 
drafted straight to sea on completion of training.

20 NAUTICAL QUESTIONS
by Lieut L. Gooch

1. What ship
(a) lost Captain Briggs in 1872?
(b) was 300 cubits on the waterline with a 

beam of 50 cubits?
(c) had a boy standing on her burning deck?
(d) was a beautiful pea-green boat?
(e) went down by the island crags to be lost 

evermore in the main?
(f) had purple sails and a poop of beaten 

gold?
(g) was idle as a painted ship upon a painted 

ocean?
2. Who were the ‘masters’ of Montmorency?
3. Who succeeded Dudley Pound?
4. Who was assassinated, and where, by Bon­

nier de la Chapelle?
5. Quintuplicate: Hastings, Sandwich, Romney. 

Hythe. . . .
6. In 1972, who or what arrived unshrouded by 

Manannan but left the fish behind?
7. Who-is the Sea-king’s wife?
8. Who said it was dangerous to meddle with 

admirals when they said they couldn’t do 
things?

9. When did there seem to be ‘something wrong 
with our bloody ships today'?

10. What connection does the Governor of the 
Isle of Wight have with the Signal School?

II What was the date-time-group of the follow­
ing signal?
‘England expects that every man will do his 
duty.’

12. What have a red crescent, a red lion and a 
red cross in common?

13. Whose face launched a thousand ships?
14. Who is the patron of travellers and mer­

chants (and of thieves, pickpockets and all 
dishonest persons)?

(Answers on page 3 Cover)
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Fleet Section
Editor—Lt-Cdr A. Banham

CINCFLEET COMMUNICATION STAFF

FCO Commander A. H. Dickens
FEWO Lt-Cdr S. E. Hughes FCYO 2 /0  S. E. Craig
AFCO Lt-Cdr A. J. Christie Staff CRS — CRS T. B. Hood

Staff RS(W3) — RS(W) P. K. Wood

HMS ANDROMEDA (CAPTAIN F6)
As the present regime is starting to break up, 

having been together since the end of the refit in 
October ’71, we decided to submit an article to 
The Communicator.

The refit itself caused quite a few long faces, 
particularly among the senior rates, as the ship 
was transferred from Hampshire’s green and pleas­
ant land to that unmentionable place in the West 
Country. After numerous months of dining out 
on Sunday night the Bridport cafe can be thor­
oughly recommended, if you like that sort of 
thing.

After Easter leave, what a welcome relief it was, 
to get back to sea in April, for a trip to Lisbon 
to meet up with STANAVFORLANT and Argon­
aut for exercise ‘Night Search’. We played a rather 
unusual role in that we were a surface raider and 
one of our victims was planned to be The Royal 
Yacht Britannia (honest boss, we weren’t going to 
sink your lovely boat). Unfortunately she eluded 
us, as many others have done since! We returned 
to Devonport to have a lot of our weather decks 
zinc coated. We had spent so much time at sea 
that their Lordships decided that we couldn’t 
possibly keep up with the chipping and painting 
and zinc coating exposed areas should help to 
reduce the rust. The dockyard didn’t do the im­
portant places, such as the flag deck, much to the

chagrin of the CCY. Back to sea to prove how 
(d)effective this treatment was, then up to ‘Bonnie 
Scotland’ for two weeks cruising up and down the 
Clyde. A visit to the Isle of Man for the weekend 
was eagerly anticipated but a raging gale prevented 
us anchoring off Douglas until the Sunday morn­
ing so we only had 24 hours amongst the holiday 
makers.

The trip out to the mysterious Orient has been 
quite eventful. We stopped at Madeira, where they 
do a nice line in wines, an unscheduled stop in 
Las Palmas to land an urgent appendicitis case. 
It is astonishing how quickly the ‘buzz’ got around 
as we were met not only by the medical services 
and Shell representatives but also a large selection 
of traders selling the usual souvenirs to Jack. An 
unusual feature was canaries in cages, sold as 
songbirds but eyed by many of the ship's company 
as a potential source of fresh meat!

Onward to Freetown for fuel, mail, grippoes and 
providing the opportunity for the President of 
Sierra Leone to find his sea legs. Next stop Simons- 
town which was eagerly looked forward to as we 
were holding our ship’s company dance there. We 
had to hurry down there as yet another appendi­
citis case had developed. The MO was rapidly 
getting an unenviable reputation. We slipped 
quietly past Beira on the way to Mombasa, leaving 
Lynx to cope with the problems (and she had a
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co + a EWC Wilkins Ltd

Specialists in the typesetting of scientific, technical and mathematical 
textbooks, have vacancies for keyboard operators who should be capable 
of typing speeds in excess of 30 w.p.m. with accuracy. No academic 
qualifications required as full training is given on appointment. A 371 hour 
working week is in operation and the company allows four weeks paid 
holiday per annum.

Excellent working conditions and remuneration can be expected by 
successful applicants.

Interested persons should, in the firs t instance, write or telephone for 
an application form to the Works Manager, Industrial House, Grand 
Arcade, Finchley, London, N12 OEH. Telephone 01-445 4269.

COMMUNICATE WITH

O A K L E Y S
THE EXPERTS IN VEHICLE PERSONAL EXPORT
We have years of experience in

★ Handling all purchase tax and 
shipping documentation

★  Delivering cars to ports or airfields 
of departure/arrival

★ The NAAFI car purchase scheme

★  UK self drive hire for servicemen

P etersfie ld  2151 
A lto n  83993 
Haslem ere 3222

To: OAKLEYS LTD, LAVANT STREET, 
PETERSFIELD, HANTS

Please send me details of your Personal 
Export Scheme/Self Drive Hire (delete as 
applicable)

Type of car required.........................................
Country of use (Personal Export)....................

Rank and Name................................................
Address .......................................................
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few), and said ‘Hallo’ to Mombasa. We can report 
that the ‘Casablanca’ and ‘New Florida’ are still 
in business, now with a larger selection of wire 
wool wigs. Many an innocent sailor was driven 
ashore (and carried back) because the air-condi­
tioning failed and it was very warm inside the 
ship (oh for the old Navy with wind scoops and 
scuttles).

Then to the Persian Gulf. We did the Cooks 
tour stopping at Muscat, Dubai, Kuwait (where the 
ship was given free beer for the first night!) 
Bahrein and Khorkuwai, an uninhabited island 
which used to be a RN W /T station during 
the war. The remains of this can still be seen 
and we held our divisional banyan by the starting 
traps. The beer flowed which led to community 
singing with Taff Williams and Brum Tilley acting 
as masters of ceremony.

Next stop Bombay, which is easily found, just 
follow your nose. Eventually we reached Hong 
Kong, Pearl of the Orient, where at long last, 
the communications division could stop watch­
keeping. We spent a month there for a well de­
served AMP and rest (the rest goes without say­
ing).

The senior Communicator onboard, Capt R. D. 
Franklin, left us in Hong Kong to go to the Royal 
College of Defence Studies and the CRS, Pete 
Edwards is now back in the Signal School. 
Andromeda is now on week 53 of her inter refit 
Work Up which can be interpreted, roughly, as 
meaning the period between finishing one refit 
and starting the next.

To celebrate one year with the Fleet, the SCO 
took the division on a conducted tour of the 
upper deck which so impressed the RO(G)’s that 
they won the 'Bloody Trophy’ (volleyball at dawn), 
meanwhile the RO(T)’s have completely gained 
the confidence of the Officers of the Day because 
they haven’t hoisted an ensign on the jackstaff for 
a year! ! ! and the ‘W’s, that’s a point, haven’t 
been seen for a year.

We start the long journey home soon via Beira 
and South Africa so it looks as though much 
of the mysterious Orient will remain a mystery. 
However, there’s always next time. For those of 
you who may be owed money or have an attrac­
tive sister, the communications staff is: —

SCO Lieut R. A. P. Cossins, CCY J. McDermind, 
CRS Slim Duffy, CRS(W) R. G. Smith, LRO(T)’s 
Brownlei, Worrell, Gallagher, LRO(G)’s Bor- 
rett, Hewitt, LRO(W)’s Croxall, Barnett, RO(T)’s 
Waters, Euguson, Hopson. RO(G)’s Cremin, 
Tilley, Williams, Newton, Rhatigan, Heaton, 
Duggan. Anderson, Daniel. RO(W)'s Anderson, 
Froggatt, Bence.

PS. Received during Exercise ‘Midlink ’72’, one 
envelope marked ‘MSO, HMS Andromeda, hand 
message for RAF LRMiP Nimrod’ Passing . . .! !!

HMS ANTRIM
by LRO Steer

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
ST JAN THE SPARKER

And it came to pass that there were many 
matelots enjoying cushy drafts ashore in UK, 
with wives and/or girl friends, and the great God 
who sitteth at Centurion, and who is known unto 
man as Drafty, spake unto them saying ‘Pick up 
thy kit and leg it to Pompey to join the man of 
war known as Antrim.’ And they were afraid. 
And Lo: they grumbled one to another saying, 
‘No this cannot be, not me!’ But it was seen to be 
done and they joined Antrim and they found that 
all that was spoken of in the NAAFI queues of old 
by the three (badge) wise men was true. And they 
fell on their knees and wept and tore out hair 
crying ‘Wot manner of man has sent me to this 
barge’. And truly they were miserable.

Then all at once there came a great noise from 
within, and Antrim went to sea, and departed 
into hell, otherwise known as Portland, then came 
back for leave. And by and by Antrim sailed 
unto FES where days are long and work is har­
der and they went to Durban in company with 
Mohawk and Tideflow, and from there to Mom­
basa. And the communications staff muttered 
from one to another saying, ‘Verily I say unto 
thee, what manner of ship is this that we take 
guard for half the world?’ But they went ashore 
and forgot Antrim. And some fell over and got 
screaming and on the morrow were silently ac­
cused of stomach offences by the populace. And 
some forgot Antrim altogether and were adrift. 
But all toiled hard on the flag deck under the 
blazing sun. Many hands make light work but

Princess Anne visits ratings’ mess deck
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D A U F MA N
TAILORS AND OUTFITTERS TO THE 

ROYAL N AVY FOR OVER 50 YEARS

H.M.S. “ MERCURY” SHOP
(Manager: Mr. A. C. Waterman)

Naval Allotment and other Credit facilities available

Head Office:

20 QUEEN ST., PORTSMOUTH
Telephone: PORTSMOUTH 22830

Whenever you’re stationed at HMS Mercury 
remember . . .
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TAXIS

HORNDEAN WATERLOOVILLE
2070 53203
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light did not work so hands turned to in their own 
time. Soon Antrim was clean and glowed in the 
sun and the skipper, who sitteth on the right hand 
of God, was unhappy in his mind, and the 
people of the ship had to work harder still, and 
verily they were displeased. For in the second 
month of the year Antrim sailed to Massawa in 
the Eastern lands of the crescent moon, and there 
they celebrated Navy Days, a custom of that far 
off land, called by men, Ethiopia (see below). 
There they sent uncomplimentary messages for 
the press and met a friendly race of men known 
as Yanks who gave them clothes and beer and 
zippos.

As I scribe this manuscript Antrim is still tied 
unto the wharf until next week when they sail 
unto Singapore, a hallowed place. And the men 
are glad in their hearts, for there they will see 
their wives from the North who will step from the 
bowels of a silver bird to walk amongst them. For 
verily it is done and in the DCs. Then Antrim 
sails to other foreign lands, and they look forward 
to the day when the God, Who is known as MOD, 
will forgive them their sins and see fit in his wis­
dom, to return them to the land of their fathers 
from whence they came. For Yea! as it is written 
in the scriptures, a ship may only do nine months’ 
foreign — we hope!

Whilst at Massawa, Princess Anne and His Im­
perial Majesty dined onboard HMS Antrim, Which 
was flying the flag temporarily of Rear-Admiral 
R A. Trowbridge, Flag Officer Royal Yachts. 
Princess Anne attended morning service on the 
destroyer’s flight deck and then toured the ship 
(see photo). She later visited each of the assembled 
warships of the other navies represented.

HMS ARK ROYAL

ECCY Murrell and JRO(T) Brierley celebrate 
their joint birthday onboard ‘Ark Royal’. JRO(T) 
Brierley was 17, Mr Murrell did not wish to state 
his age —  but it is a month older than SCO. 
Captain A. D. Cassidy, RN, the Captain of ‘Ark 
Royal’ presents them with a joint birthday cake.

BRISTOL MAKES IT AT LAST
by FCRS Bradley

HMS Bristol was handed over to the Royal Navy 
in Portsmouth Dockyard on Sunday, December 17, 
1972, the much delayed acceptance ceremony be­
ing witnessed by those families and friends who 
do not believe in Sunday Routine.

The usual bugs and gremlins have reared their 
ugly heads but Bristol's hectic programme of 
getting from the maker’s yard to Portland in two 
months is still the target and to achieve it has 
meant long hours and lots of hard work.

Our immediate programme is not the most ex­
citing thing since sliced bread but the prospect of 
a visit to Antwerp and our commissioning cere­
mony which will be held in the City of Bristol at 
the end of March is enough to soften the hard 
times to be expected during a Portland work-up.

The ‘Bristol’ being handed over 
Left to right: LRO(T) Walkinshaw, LRO(T) Ives 

and a Swan Hunter representative
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Vacancies for Ex-servicemen

BH23 6EB

Airwork Services Limited offer employment 
to Ex-Service AircraftandElectronic Technicians 
who wish to continue their trade 
after termination of service.

Bournemouth (Hurn) Airport 
Christchurch, Hants

Opportunities exist in many parts of 
the UK and overseas offering 
accompanied and unaccompanied 
posts.
Enquiries should be addressed 
to the Personnel Manager

AIRWORK SERVICES LTD

^Buy through 
^NaafiHPor

D o w n  com es th e  cost  o f  m o s t  n e w  cars and many to u r in g  
caravans w h e n  Naafi  in troduces you to  a UK dealer. T e rm s  are 
easy and you enjoy th e  advantages  o f  N aa f i 's  car and caravan  
service across th e  globe f ro m  UK to  Hong Kong in W e s te rn  
Europe, G ibra ltar ,  M alays ia ,  Singapore.

casli-andgeta

on yo u r’new  
car or caravari

HP charges are lo w  and w ithout strings such as annual subscriptions.
S pec ia l e x p o rt p r ice s . A Naafi introduction means 15%  o f f  Vauxhall and special prices 
for most Austin, Morris, Triumph and Rover cars if you are being posted abroad from the UK 
or from one overseas country to another.

B as ic  p rice  d is c o u n ts  range from 7 j%  to 1 2 j %  o f f  most popular British cars and 7* *%  
to 11 %  o f f  touring caravans bought -  through a Naafi introduction -  from a dealer in the UK 
for UK or overseas use.

D e live ry . Your car or caravan w ill be delivered to the airport when you arrive in UK, to your 
home town or new UK station ; or to an overseas port, as you wish.

THESE ARE THE W O R L D -W ID E  A D V A N T A G E S  OF U SING 
N A A F I'S  CAR C A R A V A N  SERVICE
•  Entitlement to full dealer services retained #  free personal insurance #  insurance cover 
against three quarters of your liability to purchase tax and import duty on a car -  subject to 
simple conditions -  if prematurely repatriated from overseas #  Naafi provides deposit saving 
facilities to help you build up a deposit for a future purchase.
Naafi w ill also finance the purchase of used cars in UK and Germany.
See y o u r N aa fi m anager fo r  fu l l  d e ta ils  o r in  case o f  d if f ic u l t y  co m p le te  th is  
coupon  w ith o u t  o b lig a tio n .

Car Sales M anager, 
N aa fi, London  SE11

Please send me details 
r of Naafi HP facilities 
w ithout obligation.

I am interested in 
r Please tick whichever 

l  applies

New car for use in__________
(state country)
State model________________

I | New touring caravan 
I_j Used car
[ J Deposit saving (to enable 

me to build up a deposit for a 
future purchase) N

Name_______
(block letters) 
A dd ress
(block letters)



HMS BULWARK—THE BUSY B’
by Mr D. L. Alderson, FCRS

We sailed from ‘Charlie buoy’ in Plymouth 
Sound for the United States and Caribbean areas. 
Unfortunately the crossing was particularly rough, 
with the flight deck, cable and weather decks out 
of bounds for considerable periods. This rough 
passage severely curtailed the Marines’ training 
and maintenance programmes —■ 1 don’t think 
they were in the mood for either judging by 
their green faces!

On arrival at the US Marine Corps training 
base at Camp Le Jeune, North Carolina, the Com­
mando were disembarked for a period of cross 
training with the American Marines, whilst the 
ship proceeded South for our visit to Charleston, 
South Carolina. Some anxiety existed as to whether 
we would be able to clear the bridge that spans 
the Cooper river on the approach to the Naval 
Base! Consequently a swift dismantling job re­
moved the topmast aerial, and, proceeding up 
river at low tide, we cleared the bridge with about 
four feet to spare!

Charleston, the second biggest Naval Base on 
the East coast, provided all the usual base facilities 
of a well stocked PX and the usual Service club 
facilities within a few hundred yards of the ship— 
together with their usual ‘Happy Hour’! The social 
programme was interrupted by a freak fall of 
snow and a huge freeze up — the likes of which 
had never been seen at Charleston, or anywhere 
else in South Carolina since 1887! Bridges, inter­
state highways and roads were all closed to traffic; 
so seldom do they experience this type of weather 
that there is no organisation available to clear 
the roads (they’re too big anyway!) and so they 
just close them!

Southern hospitality was in abundance and one 
soon got used to that very pronounced Southern 
drawl (‘Yawl’ cornin’ to my place’ for example — 
doesn’t mean the whole Mess!). They are so 
Southern minded that they don’t even recognise 
ex President Lincoln’s birthday! Among the places

of interest were the Seraph memorial, the Citadel 
and Fort Sumter. The Seraph it may be recalled 
was the British submarine that carried Gen­
eral Mark Clark (of Salerno and Anzio fame) 
to North Africa to meet with General Giraud 
prior to the Anglo American North African 
landings. He still lives in Charleston and was 
previously a President of the Citadel (a sort of 
Academy). Fort Sumter still shows the battle 
scars and displays the guns used during the 
American civil war. It also flies a unique group 
of flags, showing the early Union flag and 
the progression of all the early versions of the 
Stars and Stripes, right up to the present one of 
50 stars and 7 red stripes. Our host ship, the 
USS Yellowstone, not only co-ordinated our social 
programme, but also carried out repairs to the 
ship on damage sustained during the rough At­
lantic crossing.

Having re-embarked the Unit from Camp Le 
Jeune, we headed South for Vieques, an Island 
off the South East coast of Puerto Rico. Here 
we have been carrying out ship/Commando am­
phibious exercises prior to the major UK/US 
Naval and UK/US Marine combined Naval and 
Amphibious exercise — ‘Rum Punch 73’.

During this period, the Commando Unit were 
landed for six days to carry out Company training 
and tactics, whilst the Bulwark, in close support 
exercised her LCVP crews and different units in 
beach assault methods, ferried large amounts of 
stores and ammunition to the Marines ashore 
by helicopter and carried out vertreps and a Board 
and Tow exercise with the RFA Resurgent. The 
SCO, showing his great versatility, switched to 
full power under his executive hat, and took charge 
of the Board and Tow party — taking care to 
select the biggest brute of an R02(T) he could 
find for protection. !

Meanwhile, ashore at Tac HQ, a great cheer 
went up from the Sig Troop tent as their FFR 
trailer (Fitted for Radio) at last burst into the 
melodious rhythm of a 50 baud beat — there it 
was — a test tape coming through ZBZ 5 .— the 
climax to all our past efforts! We were soon 
ZBZ 5 both ways and open for traffic. It was a 
splendid achievement by the Marine signallers 
when one considers the austere conditions under 
which they work in the field; the equipment, 
mostly old and well worn, the changes in environ­
ment and temperature to which they are subjected 
and finally, the constant erecting and dismantling, 
together with the bumps and knocks the equip­
ment inevitably receives whilst being lifted by 
helicopter — all of which make the field signallers’ 
job a most onerous and difficult one. So spare 
a thought for them as you sit in the comfort 
of your MCO, surrounded in synthesized splendour 
of sophisticated ICS or 640 gear, whether you are 
communicating with ‘booties’ or carrying out a 
Jocomex. They never did ‘have it so good’ as you.
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Communicators
Excellent opportunities exist for 
ex-RN Tactical Communicators as 
Signalmen in the Royal Fleet Auxiliary.
Serve in modern ships under 
Merchant Navy conditions.
Basic pay is £95 per month, but with 
overtime, earnings can be up to £ 150- 
El 60 per month. Foreign Station 
Allowance is extra.

55 days paid leave after each year’s 
service.
Non-contributory pension and 
sick-pay schemes.
Further details from:
Careers Officer 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
Empress State Building 
London SW6 1TR

ROYAL FLEET AUXILIARY

. I ..... .

An Account with BERNARDS provides a complete service for uniform and civilian 
clothing and practically every other personal or family requirement.
Personal Service at the Naval Ports and A ir Stations plus visits from travelling 
representative at home and abroad and sensible credit terms makes purchasing easy 
at all times, while for those at H.M.S. Mercury the new Departmental Store at Queen 
Street, Portsmouth, is close and handy.
Payment may be made by Naval Allotment, Bankers Order or Giro Account.

C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD.
BERNARDS CORNER—QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH

And at CHATHAM, PORTLAND, DEAL, DEVONPORT, DUNFERMLINE, 
HARWICH, GRIMSBY, PLYMOUTH, HELENSBURGH, GIBRALTAR AND MALTA 
and Station Tailors Shops, LOSSIEMOUTH, ARBROATH, CULDROSE, YEOVILTON, 
CORSHAM, LYMPSTONE, H.M.S. Dolphin, H.M.S. Cochrane, H.M.S. Neptune, 
H.M.S. Royal Arthur.
Head Office: Anglia House, Harwich, Essex, COI2 3NT. Telephone 2281.
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.IRO(T) Wareing (‘Bulwark’) meets his brother, 
a signalman of the Recce Troop, 40 Cdo, on the 

island of Vieques

The Busy B is now proceeding to carry out 
the amphibious assault exercises ‘Rum Punch 73’. 
Vieques is an excellent arena for Commando 
training since it has miles of suitable beaches 
dotted around it for LCVP training, acres of hinter­
land suitable for ‘bush’ type Commando tactics 
and large areas of well established firing ranges 
that can take anything from small arms fire to 
mortars and 105mm howitzers, in addition to the 
usual impact areas for aircraft firings.

On completion of the exercise we shall pay our 
last visit on this Westlant deployment when we 
go to San Juan, Puerto Rico. We then sail for 
Devonport for the Easter DAMP and to give 
Spring leave, by which time we shall have dis­
embarked 40 Commando once more into their 
West Country residence of Seaton Barracks and 
we wish them good fortune in their next Northern 
Ireland deployment.

By the time this article is published we shall 
be preparing to set off on yet another exciting 
trip, this time to the Mediterranean — so any 
Communicators who have already been detailed 
Bulwark — welcome aboard — you’ll get used 
to it as you go along! and for those who are 
wondering what next to volunteer for — give us a 
try; it’s always interesting, mostly very busy, but

there are always compensations for being a private 
taxi for the Marine Commandos; if you are not 
too tired between watches, you can for example 
play deck hockey, mini soccer or volley ball!

COMMUNICATION FROM 
CHARYBDIS

by Lieut J. B. Drake-Wilkes
In Singapore on November 4 Captain G. C. 

Lloyd, RN an experienced Communicator assumed 
command. He had come from his appointment 
as A/COS (Communications) on Staff of NATO 
Naval Commander in the Mediterranean and was 
previously the Fleet Communications Officer on 
the staff of COMFEF in Singapore in 1965-1967. 
Since then we have had a busy time and made 
the most of our stay in the Far East with visits 
to Hong Kong, Japan and the Philippines.

While visiting Hong Kong for a brief weekend 
we were summarily despatched to assist the ancient 
Korean freighter Hwasun. She had run out of 
fuel in the China Sea and, blown by a nearby 
typhoon sought refuge by anchoring on a shoal 
far from land. Our rescue involved taking her in 
tow and steaming through high seas for the refuge 
of Junk Bay. Our boarding party consisted of one 
officer and two of our Communicators, LRO(W) 
David Holderness and R02(T) Bill Cuthbertson. 
Conditions on the helpless ship were appalling. 
The effects of the typhoon had greatly weakened 
the crew and the shortage of food and water was 
acute. The tepid gruel offered to our men rapidly 
led to their request for more palatable sustenance 
to be flown across. The Koreans were delighted 
to receive their first substantial meal and some 
fresh drinking water. Our tow was completed two 
days later when we handed Hwasun over to a 
pair of tugs. Her meagre cargo consisted only of

HMS ‘Charybdis’ visiting Hiroshima 
Left to right: LRO(G) R. J. Sawyer, R02(G) C. J. 
Hall, and R02(W) L. J. Duncan welcome Miss 

Hiroshima County and Miss Hiroshima City
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RADIO O FF ICERS
DO f  PMG I 

PMG II
YOU ■{ MPT

2 YEARS' OPERATING

POSSESSION OF ONE OF THESE 
I QUALIFIES YOU FOR CONSIDER- 

/  ATION FOR A RADIO OFFICER 
■ POST WITH THE COMPOSITE

HAVE EXPERIENCE J SIGNALS ORGANISATION
On satisfactory completion of a 7 month specialist training course, successful 

applicants are paid on scale rising to £2,365 pa; commencing salary according to age— 
25 years and over £1,664 pa. During training salary also by age, 25 and over £1,238 pa 
with free accommodation.

The future holds good opportunities for established status, service overseas and 
promotion.

Training courses commence at intervals thoughout the year. Earliest possible 
application advised.

Applications only from British-born UK residents up to 35 years of age (40 years if 
exceptionally well qualified) w ill be considered.

Full details from:
Recruitment Officer, (TRO 4),
Government Communications Headquarters, 
Room A 1105,
Oakley Priors Road,
CHELTENHAM, Glos., GL52 5AJ 
Telephone: Cheltenham 21491 Ext 2270

AMPLE WAREHOUSING ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE IN: 
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RYDE (ISLE OF W IG H T )
Enquiries to :—

13 CLARENDON ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS Portsmouth 21515/6

CONSULT
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176



some cotton waste and dried cattle bones. Our 
hopes of salvage money were thus not high 
despite the signing of a magic Lloyds open form.

Our showing the flag duties took us to Japan 
with visits to Hiroshima and Yokosuka. The people 
of Hiroshima made us feel welcome. We were 
greeted with due ceremony, many of the local 
dignitaries, a band and two delightful girls in 
ceremonial dress. These beauties were Miss Hiro­
shima County and Miss Hiroshima City. Later 
the captain and officers were entertained at a 
traditional Japanese dinner. We sat awkwardly on 
the tatami matting on the floor and flattered by 
the diligent attentions of the Geisha girls, ate a 
variety of Japanese foods including raw fish and 
seaweed. The method of offering sake to one’s 
neighbour was explained by our amicable hosts 
and we readily and frequently partook of this 
ceremony. Further entertainment was provided 
by Geisha girls playing musical instruments and 
dancing sedately. We were invited to make our 
own vocal contributions and a lusty series of songs 
more appropriate to a beer hall than a banquet 
were delivered. Our hosts however seemed im­
pressed.

Our time assigned to the ANZUK forces coin­
cided with the change in governments in Australia 
and New Zealand. These new administrations were 
committed to a reassessment of their responsi­
bilities in the area and the role of ANZUK was 
being debated. For us however it was business 
as usual.

1? 33? '

COMBRAX PORTSMOUTH MSO
(Your friendly welfare station)

With the eccentricities df our new office situated 
in Hardy Block now ironed out, we can settle 
down to fighting the welfare wars as opposed to 
the elements. Apart from the building being 
smaller in size, we take pleasure in being one of 
the initial stations fitted out with Siemen type 15 
teleprinters. For those of you yet to meet them,

the biggest rogue we have found is the extra three 
keys on each bank, carriage return and line feed 
being either side, plus auto head fitted into the 
machine. Now after three months and numerous 
ditch and start again efforts, we feel quite con­
fident in handling the quieter monsters.

The staff of 5 CYs and 3 LRO(T)s, augmented 
by numerous one-legged or armed messengers 
(this seems to be the only qualification required), 
is governed by CCY (TCI) John Whitehead, of 
whom it is said spends so much time in court on 
character witness duties that he dons the black 
cap to grant requests. Paddy (Pigeon) Malone 
and Bungy Williams are off in the near future to 
earn their pensions on Llandaff and Lynx respec­
tively. Charlie (Rock Salmon) Diestler is still with 
us, and recently celebrated his 3rd anniversary. 
The workers side is completed by Alec Ross and 
(TC) Strange. We wish (TC) luck at Corsham and 
congratulations to Alec on his selection for CCY. 
Ron Croucher, Bex Bissell and Pete Murray com­
plete the staff and are well and truly conversant 
with the Siemens TPs mentioned above, being our 
prime tape perforators. Other members of the 
Branch have often enquired as to the composition 
of the staff being so high, but it should be borne 
in mind that this is due to the excessive welfare 
traffic handled, some of delicate contents.

In a brighter light of events, for those appointed 
to Combrax it is the ideal position for all types 
of courses; management, security, educational, 
divisional, etc, in fact you name it, we can usually 
get you a course, but, without any doubt this is 
a constant watchkeeping job. In rounding up, we 
shortly welcome CYs Hart and Boucher and lose 
Bex Bissell to Tangmere who joins the ‘S’ boys. 
A point of discontent from the CCY is would all 
Communicators please ensure that signals are 
originated to Combrax Portsmouth and NOT 
HMS Victory. He gets tired of re-routing them 
to the 100 gun-of-the-line.

COMMUNICATIONS LINK 
(UMBILICAL CORD OF THE 

MECHANICAL WHALE)
The black sinister looking shape of a Polaris 

submarine wends its silent way down the Clyde 
to get lost in the murky depths. 150 men to be 
encased in the bowels of this mechanical whale 
for two months with only the fluorescent lights to 
brighten their metal habitat.

You may well say ‘two months without mail 
isn’t the life for me’ but you will be too wrong 
for this is untrue. While it is impossible to com­
municate with the outside world, the outside world 
continues (to communicate with you incessantly. -

Between Faslane, Polaris HQ and the SSBN 
the Communicators provide the umbilical cord. 
Feeding the crew members with mail and news so 
necessary to maintain good spirit and high morale. 
The continual chatter of communication equip-
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ment provides daily world news, news of activi­
ties around the Clyde Submarine Base, and wait 
for it . . .  a new word to some of you . . . Family- 
grams.

Familygrams are not what you think . . .we 
Polaris submariners are not super-fertile repro­
duction agents. Familygrams are the normal 
weekly 50-word letters we receive from our wives, 
girl-friends (or both) and parents.

Familygrams are designed to keep Polaris 
crews abreast with family news, etc, which will 
allay anxieties and not cause them. Every crew 
member before proceeding on patrol is invited to 
use the Familygram postal service.

The system is quite straightforward. Each form 
contains space for a message which must be 
written in plain everyday language (no private 
codes allowed). Each member of the crew nomin­
ates a releasing agent for his entitlement of eight 
Familygrams. To make life simpler, stamped ad­
dressed envelopes are also provided.

The agent originates the Familygram and posts 
it to the Off Crew office of the specific Polaris 
submarine. The message is logged, vetted and on- 
passed to the Commcen at Faslane who process 
these patternised letters into signal form for trans­
mission. On receipt of Familygrams in the sub­
marine they are distributed from the Wireless 
Office in strictest confidence.

The occasional Familygram ends up on the 
Noticeboard to spread humour through the crew, 
for instance the routine fifth Familygram which a 
particular Sparker received was always a ‘Dear 
John’. Though reluctant to share his misfortune 
with crew members it always leaked out in casual 
conversation only to reach the ears of the Editor 
of the submarine’s weekly magazine who was only 
too willing to publish the Familygram so that the

crew could be enlightened on how many different 
forms a ‘Dear John’ could take.

Then there was the Sparker who received three 
consecutive Familygrams which were signed off 
as follows:

No 1: ‘Missing you, missing sex’.
No 2: ‘Missing you, missing sex, have got new 

milkman’.
No 3: ‘Missing you’.
Probably the fourth just said ‘Ooops . . .’

HMS DOLPHIN—THE SUBMARINE 
SCHOOL 

by Lieut Walklett
The purpose of this article is to acquaint pro­

spective submariners with what to expect when 
they are drafted to submarines. In the first instance, 
probably while still in general service, they will 
be asked to make out and forward a submarine 
drafting preference card. This, if received by CND 
in time, can well influence the type of submarine 
to which the person will be drafted. On joining 
the submarine service, every person does a general 
course of about four weeks duration in Horton 
Block of the Submarine School, HMS Dolphin. 
This course covers general submarine matters con­
cerning the running and safety of a submarine, 
and will be geared to the patrol, SSN or SSBN 
as appropriate. The submarine escape training 
tank (SETT) is included in this part of the course 
and is one of the requirements for submarine pay.

On successful completion of the general course 
examinations, the embryo submariner starts his 
application course. For a Communicator, this is 
unlike any general service course, and can probably 
best be described as an enlarged PJT with exam­
inations. The communications application courses 
are of 2 to 3 weeks duration, dependent upon 
the type of submarine and its communication fit. 
The course covers submarine communications 
organisation and the equipment fitted into the 
submarine to which you are going. Written and 
practical examinations conclude the course, and 
are the final hurdle to clear for entitlement to 
submarine pay. Subsequent changes of the type 
of submarine in which a rating serves will necessi­
tate a further application course and, possibly, a 
further general course.

The requirements for volunteers for submarines 
are laid down in QRRN Art 0816 and RNCP 15 
para 124. These qualifications are mandatory. In 
addition, however, it is essential for both (G) 
and (W) ratings to be proficient in reception of 
morse at a standard of 20 wpm/96% accuracy. 
Failure to reach this standard at the end of the 
application course can result in delays in entitle­
ment to submarine pay. Therefore, if you are 
a volunteer (or a pressed man), it is well worth­
while ensuring your morse is up to standard well 
before reaching Dolphin.

On completion of the application course, the
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newly trained RO will be drafted to his submarine 
for Part III training. Part II consists putting into 
practice, to the satisfaction of the submarine’s 
officers, the matter learned on the general and 
application courses. Upon successful completion 
of Part III training, which usually takes about 
3 months, the RO is a fully qualified submariner 
and entitled to wear the coveted submarine badge.

Looking to the future, there is the possibility 
of a separate (S/M) communications sub specialisa­
tion. However, this matter is currently still under 
discussion so I will delay describing it until 
approval for its introduction has been received.

STC HMS DRAKE
by RS Leyland

Out of the doldrums of Christmas are we, well 
into 1973, and the work load is certainly on the 
up and up. Send us your young sparkers, buntings 
and gollies (can’t we find a better title than that 
one?) and we will convert them into switched-on 
ROls. Come and take your provisional exams or 
just keep up to date on your Biffers, that’s the 
RN side of us.

Do we do anything else? Oh yes, passing 
through our doors recently you may observe and 
talk to any of the following: HQRs, RFA Signal­
men, Reservists, Peruvians, Jamaicans, Bruneis, 
Thailanders. Quite a kaleidoscope of naval uni­
forms folks. One thing is particularly pleasing and 
that is to see the foreign sailors conversing in the 
language of Communications, even though they 
might find our native tongue less easy.

ICS is not yet with us, although all the pre­
parative stripping of the old fit has now been 
carried out (anybody want to hire our CCR for 
their ship’s company dance?) Work starts in 
earnest soon and the whole fit should be in by 
November.

The NATO Competition looms large on the 
horizon. One of the drawbacks being that it ties- 
up a classroom for so long, still with our well 
known Guzz summer coming, it will be lessons 
on the football pitch soon, and I don’t only mean 
in football.

The instructional staff are preparing for the 
annual ‘Jolly’ namely the RNR visits. Standby all 
you RNR centres, that chap with the brief-case 
and the worried look is your STC lecturer trying 
to figure out where the RNR centre is exactly. 
After just completing one myself, I can vouch 
both for the RNR interest (they make a very 
attentive, keen audience) and for their hospitality 
(Thank you Exeter).

New faces join our ranks and the old actors 
steal quietly off-stage. Most recently we welcome 
Lieut Cooper as OIC (late Hecate), CCY Highton 
and CY Sangan, whilst mourning the loss of Lieut 
Cahill (FOS), FCCY Davies (Ark Royal), CCY 
Chambers (Bulwark), CCY Sylvester (Andromeda) 
and RS Tarplee (Mercury RCI course).

Just a quickie, the pay office informs me that 
owing to a QUOTE computer error UNQUOTE, 
my pay docs are a little out, while quickly point­
ing out that I am still getting paid presumably 
what I’m owed, it does seem to me to be a little 
like blaming ICS when you find your ship is the 
only one in the force on Complan ECHO.

Sounds as if the S and S have some snags with 
their operators too.

HMS DEVONSHIRE
by LROs Oakes and Janies

Our present resting place is THAT BLACK 
HOLE OF GLOOM No 13 dock HM Dockyard 
Portsmouth, which is governed by the Dockyard 
Militia. As we are now in a state of absolute up­
heaval, it is hard to imagine that two months ago 
we were the big ship in the Far East and visiting 
such exotic places as Bali, Fremantle, Mauritius 
and Cape Town; which no doubt bring sweet 
memories to all the department. Mind you, it has 
not been all runs ashore, during our deployment 
we covered quite a few thousand sea miles and 
participated in a few exercises including our sea 
inspection by FOF2. We have therefore had our 
w ork cut out on a number of occasions, especially 
whilst in transit from the Cape to Portsmouth, 
during which we had to coax ‘Dear Old Lincoln’ 
home, plus attempting to bring up to scratch 38 
trainees from Collingwood and our own offspring 
from the buffers party at Leydene (eight of whom 
rejoined us as reliefs for R02s).

Devonshire’s arrival ait Portsmouth on January 
17 seems rather distant now, as the Dockyard has 
really got to grips with us, however, by March we 
will be out and about again.

No doubt, Mercury will be seeing some of our 
faces shortly, so until that glorious moment— 
from all in Devonshire — au revoir.

LIFE IN FIFE—THE PWO ERA
by Lieut W. J. Burling

The PWO concept produced for the Royal 
Navy perhaps the most significant change in 
tactical and administrative planning and employ­
ment to emerge over the past decade. Funda­
mentally, there was nothing new in the idea of 
centralising the control of weapon system and 
sensors, and the manpower to attack or offer 
defence against an enemy, but there had been no 
system of planned reaction by a combined force 
at sea in response to a given threat. Furthermore, 
deep specialisation had tended to produce paro­
chial attitudes in which the lack of the right 
expert at the vital moment considerably degraded 
the process of swift reaction, and could markedly 
reduce the chances of survival against the fast- 
moving missile threat.

HMS Fife was the DLG selected to implement 
a six month trial, designed to test the operational
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and administrative organisation required to support 
the PWO system. Such was the scope of the trials 
directive that it meant the almost total integration 
of ship life with executive planning in order to 
complete a day by day examination of the tactical 
employment of manpower, and the administrative 
management needed to ensure flexibility without 
departing from the initial organisation structure.

It may not be appreciated that much of the 
design of the management tree, the decision for 
departmental, group and section structure, the 
formation of task sheets, the allocation of job 
employment and the terms of accountability orig­
inated from the ship, and were subsequently 
approved for use during the trial. It is not of 
course possible to fully discuss the measure of 
success of the trial in this article, as the trial 
report is still under study, and in any event the 
matters of prime interest to the reader are princi­
pally those associated with communications. The 
trial made little difference to the functioning of 
the ‘G’ section of the communications group, 
although the directive allocated odd titles for 
employment of senior rates which could not 
necessarily be strictly adhered to. The RS could 
not be consistently employed as a systems engin­
eer, as frequently his talents were required not 
only for the ‘bread and butter’ jobs, but for short 
periods of intense day and night activity, to work 
watch and watch with the CRS. The presence of 
a Flag and the almost continuous task require­
ment as OTC throughout virtually four months of 
exercises dictated a very close supervision of all 
communications services, particularly those equip­
ments rendered vulnerable by the vagaries of pro­
pagation, mast aerial site and maintenance. No 
one would pretend that employing senior ‘G’ 
rates in a 2 watch system was ideal, but it was 
made necessary by circumstances and duly re­
ported upon.

Changes to the tactical section were also mini­
mal, although the senior tactical rate must now 
accept all of his manoeuvring instructions from 
the PWO/Command through a headset, which 
tends to remove much of the personal contact 
traditional for a CY attending on his captain.

The biggest changes were in the EW section. 
The opportunities were very promising for the 
EW world to prove the superiority under trials 
conditions of Electronic Warfare Sensors, and to 
effectively amalgamate that information into the 
operations room organisation, hence considerably 
influencing the PWO in his decisions. At the start 
of the trial, the SCO was nominated as the Princi­
pal Electronic Warfare Director in the operational 
tree, and head of the communications group in 
the administrative structure. Taking the latter 
function first it should be noted that the com­
munications group was split into three sections 
each comprising a separate division. The SCO 
was DO for the ‘W’ section, a general list officer,

who is also the CB officer as DO for the ‘G’ 
section, and an SD Sub Lieutenant under training 
as DO for the ‘T’ section. In practice both the ‘G’ 
and the ‘T’ DO’s were often obliged to consult 
to SCO concerning Divisional matters affecting 
professional employment due to the obvious lack 
of training of these officers in the communications 
field. Nevertheless, the Divisional system did work, 
and certainly added to the experience of the 
junior officers concerned as well as providing a 
more searching and questioning aspect to previ­
ously well protected departmental affairs.

The effort to incorporate some small measure 
of professional employment in the task of the 
non-specialised DO was not entirely successful 
due to the lack of training and a need to maintain 
a pace in daily professional practices which gave 
little time for either initial study or a proficiency 
of a sufficient level to be of value.

It soon became apparent that the operational 
employment of the SCO as the principal EWD 
with the CRS(W) as EWD2 in a long watch 
system was impractical and removed the availa­
bility of the SCO as a communications adviser 
and daily staff planner to the command. As 
problems increased so the task became the more 
impossible to implement. However, the alternative 
was bleak, as the RS(W) had been removed by 
the PWO complement, thus depriving the EW 
section of a valuable second choice EWD. Whilst 
the Flag was embarked, the staff CRS(W) and the 
ship’s CRS(W) shared the director’s chair, but 
the availability of the staff CRS(W) was spasmodic 
due to his Flotilla duties, thus degrading any 
efforts at true watch planning. Eventually, the 
CRS(W) became the EW supervisor of both 
directors employment and the EW office, the latter 
area being deprived of its leading hands to act 
as EWD’s. The SCO then became an assistant 
PWO. Despite the EW shortcomings, confidence 
in the ability of the EW organisation to detect 
and analyse long range transmission vehicles in­
creased as the proficiency of the hard pressed 
operator in the EW office improved.

Certain factors became clear.
A. Insufficient training had been provided for 

the EWD, particularly in systems and tech­
niques.

B. The vital need for the EWD and EWDA 
to fully integrate with the Ops room team.

C. A marked lack of knowledge of the tactical 
employment of EW counter measures.

PDTS should include a thorough acquaint of 
the Ops room organisation, with a period of 
practical application particularly for those join­
ing DAB ships. A standard procedure for the 
interchange of information between the EW officer, 
the PWO/EWD and the EWDA as well as direct 
to the command, should be devised taking into 
account that the EWD has a radio circuit in one 
ear and open line interphone in the other and is
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therefore deaf to initial EW information.
It would be unfair to steal further magazine 

space in the discussion of the PWO as applied to 
the communicator of a DLG, but the trial did 
prove that a system which looks fine on paper 
is not necessarily the best method to employ; 
that initial training was not adequate enough to 
meet the early requirements of the trial, and that 
PWOs and directors alike must develop the 
facility to listen to two voices talking simultane­
ously in different ears yet be able to assimilate 
and act on both sources of information prefer­
ably at the same time. Undoubtedly, an interest­
ing problem in Aural Genetics.

FOST
(WHERE THE SHIPS RIDE THE WAVES AND  

NOT THE SCREEN) 
by LRO(T) Gray

We thought it time to show the face of FOST 
after such a long and lamented absence . . . ? 
The Spring Term started with a bang (which didn't 
do New Year’s Eve hangovers a lot of good!) 
with the Bulwark paying a swift visit and helping 
to keep the Ship-shore Creed busily smoking. She 
was closely followed by the Ark Royal and 
STANAVFORLANT who, after a quick recap, 
went off to the States for an international jolly, 
via exercises numerous.

There are plenty of other ships coming and 
going, too many to mention, keeping the now 
fully operational B41T loaded and swinging. Many 
a bewildered watchkeeper has wondered if toe was 
doing a sub for B11A.

The Complement Review Team arrived to spend 
several days battling with the shortage of staff 
and didn’t seem to appreciate remarks like “Just 
open a box of gollies” ! We might have to train up 
a few ABs to read PXN but at least we’ll have 
someone to splice the pink tape!

On a serious note though we have been awarded 
a new ASCO(M) to go with the ‘S’ and ‘P’ — 
Lieut Baker. There is also a new Sea Rider in the 
person of FCRS(W) Blackwell to help spread the 
load of FOST, and after the CRT’s visit, which has 
convinced the Chief Yeoman he’s redundant, we’re 
expecting a new Fleet Chief! It's all to and fro 
here with most of the outgoers back to the green 
and splashy stuff including RS Emberton, who 
drafty has finally found a ship for! There’s also 
LRO(G) Carvell off to the mighty Bristol right 
on the work-up, and all the best to him!

There are plenty of others moving around but 
as we’ve a fair sized staff a list like Who’s Who 
wouldn’t go down well with Ed. I’m sure. You're 
welcome to drop in and see us any time when 
Their Lordships send you our way.

All the best for ’73 and good jollying.

HMS GLAMORGAN
Having not seen an article from the 'Glam­

orous Glam’ recently we decided to remedy this

and put pen to pad, and as we are now FOF2’s 
Flag Ship, what better time.

We sailed in January for Portland, ostensibly 
for exercises but as we were due to visit our 
County City, Cardiff, it was decided that we should 
stay alongside in Portland and spruce ourselves 
up, ready for the visit, and also to welcome the 
flag.

The visit itself was a tremendous success, cul­
minating in the ship’s dance at the Ocean Club. 
And though Cardiff FC are lying low in the 
Second Division as a run ashore is really and 
truly First Division.

Then on to Lisbon and exercise ‘Sunny Seas’. 
We had left Cardiff, with the communications de­
partment full of complacency as is our wont after 
a good weekend, but this was soon shattered by 
CRS Heaton striding into the office doing a fair 
imitation of Captain Bligh, and announcing ‘As 
from 1200 today and for the next few weeks, 
two watches will be worked’. Oh the pain!

However we settled into our routine, got used 
to the teleprinters which chuckled away quietly 
pre-flag days, but which have now turned into 
hysterical monsters belching out tapes and signals 
without a pause and indeed the broadcast tele­
printer went one better and threw out smoke and 
flames to boot.

All in all under the ever watchful eye of the 
CRS and RS Sunderland we slid from absolute 
chaos into the normal Med. Exercise /FOF2 traffic 
pandemonium.

Approaching Marriage—LRO(G) ‘Jessie’ Mat­
thews, R02(T) Jim Bradford.

Approaching Reno—All those who enjoyed 
themselves in Cardiff.

Approaching Mercury—CRS Brian Heaton, 
(Sailor Beware).

Approaching Disaster—All those who enjoyed 
themselves in Cardiff.

Approaching Glamorgan—CRS Coombes, RS 
Bowers, RS(W) Warren.

Approaching Cardiff—(For leave). Those Gentle­
men mentioned above, who enjoyed themselves 
at Cardiff.

One dark spot was tlje fact that the ships SCO, 
Lieut Comdr Ferguson, had to go on compas­
sionate leave during Sunny Seas, we hope all goes 
well.

As for the ship which boasted a one badge 
broadcast operator, we can easily black cat that, 
with a three badge one.

HMS HERMES
by FRCS M. J. Matthews

Towards the latter end of 1971 Hermes paid 
off in Portsmouth and in the November of that 
year was steamed to Plymouth where she was 
to undergo conversion from her ‘Strike Carrier’ 
role to that of Britain’s newest Commando Carrier. 
On completion of this modernisation she would 
then replace Albion and take her place in the
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THE SQUARE, PETERSFIELD

'HIRE orBUYall your 
camping requirements from me!'

Suggests Frank Mitchell
Like you, I am a confirmed camper. So my 
advice is based on experience, if you have a 
doubt let me help solve itl My 2-floor show­
room stores just about everything needed 
for camping — tents (displayed fully erected) 
of all sizes, tent trailers, sleeping bags, air 
mattresses, camp beds, folding chairs, tables, 
larders, ice-boxes, washbasins, crockery sets,

lamps, rucksacks, portable cots, water con­
tainers — you name it, I probably have it! 
And remember, you have the choice of hiring 
or buying . . .

TRAVELLING SOUTH? Then ease that 
load, order in advance and collect en-route 
— we are close to Southampton docks.

FREE CAR PARK * FREE ADVICE * HP TERMS * TENTS REPAIRED and REPROOFED 
* OPEN MONDAYS-SATURDAYS WEEKLY

NYLON SLEEPING BAGS 38oz 
Filled. Normal Price £5.85 offer 
Price£4.85.

BEANSTALK KAMP 
KITCHENS

Normal Price £7.75 offer Price 
£6.25.

HIRE or BUY it from THE South’s Camping Specialists

Continental
T E N T  H IRE & S AL ES  S E R V IC E  ( F A R E H A M )  LTD
137 Gosport Road (A32) Fareham Hants Tel 3697
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JROs Cook and Crowley watching a ‘Sparker’ 
at work

NATO front line alongside her more senior 
counterpart Bulwark.

Having laid alongside in Devonport Dockyard 
for over 18 months and had her insides ripped 
out and reorganised the old lady is once again 
beginning to stir into life. Smoke belches from 
her funnel quite regularly as the Engineers try 
to convince us, and themselves that at least one 
department is raring to go! Each day sees more 
and more men climbing up the brows with brand 
new Hermes cap tallies and determined looks 
in their eyes — this was their ship.

Early in February the last remaining members 
of the Communications department joined us — 
straight from Kelly Squadron. They were in for 
a rude shock when they arrived and found that 
they would be dividing their time up between 
improving their practical standards at the STC 
and acting as welding sentries onboard the ship. 
Cries of ‘But Sir, our instructor never taught us 
this’ were soon silenced when they were intro­
duced to ‘On the job training’ in the guise of a 
quick firefighting course, issue of a red waistcoat 
and instructions to ‘follow that Docky and make 
sure he doesn’t set light to anything’. Can anyone 
suggest a better way of becoming acquainted with 
one’s new ship?

What of the future? Well we have a lot of 
work to get through before we are fit to hoist 
the flag of FOCAS and take our place as the 
Number One LPH. But rest assured that is the 
direction we are moving in. Before that though we 
have to run the gamut of PSTs, HATs, SATs and 
the Freedom of Tiverton (more of that in our 
next epistle).

The Communications team is currently led by 
Lieut Winkless (Ex CWT), FCRS Matthews (Ex 
Fort Southwick) and CCY Wells (Ex Comnav- 
Baltap). We now await only our SCO — Lieut 
Cdr Wilson — to join us from Leydene and then 
we will be all present and correct and raring 
to go. CU later.

HMS HERMIONE
by RO(W) Hart

To my knowledge, the ‘H’ has never had an 
article in our magazine. On walking into the 
MCO, generally trying to get a ‘buzz’, the SCO 
thrust a request into my hand for a letter from 
us to The Communicator. Feeling a little sceptical 
about it all, I undertook the challenge.

In the past eighteen months onboard we have 
visited Turkey, Malta, Gib, Faslane, Dartmouth 
and London. Being a Portsmouth based ship, it 
has certainly lived up to the word ‘based’. At 
the moment, we are starting our work-up pro­
gramme; as all fellow matelots will know, the 
usual RA drips are forever present.

Unfortunately, most of the lads were getting 
rather sick and tired of the ship being in harbour. 
Due to this fact, some ten members of the mess 
have been discharged. Many new faces arrive 
by the month, this is mainly due to the new 
‘trickle-draft’ system. Sadly, old-mates depart, so 
to all of those who have gone, here’s wishing 
you all the best.

We also have a very good football team which, 
I must admit is only to be expected after being 
alongside for so long. The team hasn’t been 
beaten as yet, although we have had some pretty 
splendid games against other ships, Norfolk's 
article (ref Winter Communicator) was interesting, 
so we tried to organise a game against them. How­
ever, ROl Clive Deer made a petty excuse of them 
not being able to turn out a team. Maybe some 
other time Norfolk V tlV U 'l

LRO(G) Mailes, our Robin, known throughout 
the ship as the ‘butler’ sends his regards to all 
the fleet, especially to all his pirate mates of the 
17th century. As yet, he is the only two badged 
leading granny in the navy.

Once the ship is fully operational, maybe we’ll 
get some good runs in? So from everyone on­
board, see you in the China Fleet Club mid ’73.

HMS JAGUAR 
by RS Granville

HMS ‘Jaguar’ off Iceland

Towards the end of 1972 Jaguar formed part 
of the on-call force Mediterranean along with 
TCG Adalepe (OTC), USS Barry ITS Carrabiniere
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‘Jaguar’s’ standby Communications?

and HS Velos, visiting Turkey, Greece and Italy. 
The force operated successfully throughout the 
period and many good relationships were formed 
with our NATO allies. This led to the CY and 
myself winning (if that is the term) American 
baseball caps from the Barry’s communication 
staff which made the SCO rather jealous.

From the sunny Med to the frozen north, 
Jaguar sped north in November to Iceland for 
a month’s Fish Patrol. December is not the best 
time of the year to do a Fish Patrol and our 
sympathy goes to HMS Rhyl who had to spend 
Christmas and New Year up there. Communica­
tions do tend to be difficult in Arctic waters, what 
with bad insulation and propagation but we were 
very pleased with our MRL results, thanks to the 
help and co-operation from Commcen Whitehall. 
However, in the Combined Senior Rates Mess we 
have a Lesser Sulphur Crested Cockatoo (late 
of Chop Jim Seng, Singapore and HMS Berry 
Head) who was sea sick on the way north. The 
bird being an old sailor was soon his old self 
again, recovering a lot quicker than some of the 
JRO’s. The buzz that this bird (Wiggy) is our 
standby means of communications is totally un­
founded.

Finally, I would like to mention that our com­
munications team have done extremely well sports 
wise, and welcome any challenge given.

HMS KIRKLISTON
by Legs and Smudge

Herewith a first and last contribution from the 
present commission of HMS Kirkliston (Coffee 
mornings and lunch-time Drinkex a speciality).

The communications Staff consists of one R02 
(G/T/OD/Wardroom paper boy) and one ROl(G) 
(Postie, welfare secretary, galley flat sweeper, and 
Red Devil user maintainer).
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Our equipment consists of a 1953 vintage 
antique 619 and an original B40. Mercury is re­
quested to provide storage space in the com­
munications museum for the above items during 
our forthcoming refit.

Our standby methods of communication are the 
‘Loud Hailer’ and the ‘Swimmer of the watch’.

For any did happy sparker (typing an advan­
tage) wanting a cushy number form B45b’s are 
available from the typing pool, HMS Kirkliston. 
A plentiful supply of anti-sea sickness tablets is 
available for the successful applicants.

I IMS JUNO
by LRO(G) Latter

Some call us jolly Juno and some the raving 7 ’
If that's the name they choose to use
Well let them think that way..................

Anon
Wih these words in mind from one of our many 

ships’ songs, we’ve come a long way since our 
illustrious beginnings and Powder-Puff image.

As this is the first article from Juno for over 
two and a half years please forgive the historical 
build up.

After an arduous 10 months in the FES we 
returned to the UK. The return trip included as 
usual, a fairly uneventful Beira Patrol followed 
by a ‘Sanex’ which we managed to survive despite 
the Krugers’ efforts to ‘sharpen’ our stern.

After the leave periods we were blessed with 
three ‘Meet the Navy’ visits, namely Cardiff, 
Liverpool and Barrow. We paid for these ‘Jollies’



by taking part in exercise ‘Crusty Roll’. We have 
taken part in many exercises which have been 
memorable for one reason or another. Perhaps 
exercise ‘Dawn Patrol 72’ will probably be re­
membered most for our deployment as an Orange 
Force unit. It gave us the wonderful opportunity 
to visit many of the alluring and beautiful Greek 
Islands. On one occasion whilst attempting to 
avoid detection we actually sailed into the flooded 
crater of a volcano. At the bottom of this crater 
reputedly lies the lost city of Atlantis. The rim 
of the crater forms a circular group of islands.

The exercise was followed by the usual Med 
visits terminating in Gibraltar where we spent 
a month as Gib guard ship, before returning to 
UK in July 72.

In the months that followed we sadly discovered 
that we were eventually to become the ‘only ship 
at sea’ and gave up hope of ever going into refit.

After exercise ‘Strong Express’ (we only mention 
the big ones), we were rewarded with a trip to 
Rotterdam followed by another ‘Jolly’ (Iceland 
Patrol). Our euphoric existence was suddenly in­
terrupted by a 48 hours’ surveillance op which 
provided a ‘Field Day’ for the gollies.

At the time of writing we are now firmly wedged 
into a little part of Chatham undergoing our long 
overdue refit. However we are not entirely idle.

Our ships hockey, football and rugby teams are 
all through to the semi-finals of the small ships’ 
trophy competitions in which our department has 
a fair representation.

HMS LINCOLN
by LRO(G) Procter

Greetings from the only frigate with the Philip­
pine Presidential Citation for services rendered to 
the Philippine Government. There we were up to 
our necks in rice and sponge puddings . . .  all in 
aid of the Philippine flood disaster. This was just 
one of the events which upset our forever chang­
ing programme, whilst in the Bar East.

Our many visits included six weeks’ guard ship 
in Hong Kong — very nice but a pain in the 
wallet for most of the department, some of us 
were lucky enough to win a few dollars in the 
China Fleet Club playing Tombola namely the 
SCO with his syndicate (money to money) but he 
did lash out and buy the wets on a few occasions, 
very few.

Most of our deployment was spent in the 
dreaded Singapore which we all know has 
changed somewhat but Bugis Street still con­
tinues to thrive despite the presence of those rich 
Yanks who seem to spoil all Jack’s runs. An en­
joyable time was had in the now Woodlands Gar­
rison, ex ‘Terror’ whilst the ship was doing a 
small AMP.

The trip home was rather uneventful with stops 
in the Seychelles, Cape Town and Gib. Christmas 
was spent in Cape Town which was very good

with stacks of ‘grippos’ and Cape Brandy. A 
couple of the staff were very fortunate in being 
able to fly home for Christmas as advanced leave 
party, the SCO included, but of course . . .

Alas we are now in Chatham doing the in­
evitable patching up and preparing for yet an­
other visit to Portland. Drafty has been very kind 
and taken all our now super juniors away from us 
and given us a new box, so we now have the 
mammoth task of training all the new juniors. 
Do they teach them anything in Mercury nowa­
days? Teach them morse at least please . . .  it is 
still much needed and 10 wpm isn’t much good to 
us.

We won’t bore you with the ins and outs of the 
staff or equipment, but take our advice and stay 
away from diesel ships unless you like to act like 
like a submariner of course, water rationing is 
the scourge of our lives.

One final point, has anybody got a good sug­
gestion for disposing of carbon and anything else 
the shredder won’t take when at sea for long 
periods. We spent days burning it in an impro­
vised incinerator on the forecastle, not very good 
in today’s modern Navy is it? . ..

Here’s to a brighter future from all in Lincoln 
. . . shore drafts here we come . . .

Editor’s note: There is no short-term solution 
to the carbon paper problem. The only shredder 
on the market which passes the security regulations 
won’t take carbon paper. The alternatives are 
pulpers (fitted in some RFAs and Bulwark but 
these pose a pollution problem) and incinerators 
which will be fitted in big ships and Type 22s. 
Investigations continue into feasibility of new 
heavy duty shredders, pulpers, funnel incinerators, 
etc.

HMS NORFOLK

Left to right: George Carrington, Polly Ellis, 
Nobby Hall, Vince Richards, Les Botten, Buster 
Brown, Chris Owen, Fred Freestone (Coxswain), 
Ken Norcliffe, Wally Walton (Stokes), Mick 

Chilvers, ‘Whiskey’ Walker
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Marconi complete 
naval communications

The Marconi comprehensive range of s.s.b/i.s.b 
naval communications equipment meets all 
present and foreseeable requirements for 
voiceand automatic telegraphy.

The complete range conforms to Royal Naval 
standards of resistance to shock, vibration and 
climatic conditions, and has been NATO 
codified by the British Ministry of Defence. It is 
in wide use by the Royal Navy and in the 
modernization of twenty other navies.

Marconi Communication Systems Limited 
also has a complete range of communications

equipment available forshore stations; digital 
transmission, and airborne communications.

In addition the Company is able to assist 
naval departments and shipbuilders with the 
planning, fitting, testing and tuning of complete 
ship communications installations.

Marconi Radio Division, designers and suppliers 
of h.f and l.f point-to-point systems, line-of- 
sight and tropospheric scatter microwa ve 
systems—part of the total systems capability of 
Marconi Communication Systems.

Marconi Communication Systems
C om p lete  civil and m ilita ry  s ta tic  and m obile  com m u nication  system s
Marconi Communication Systems Limited,
Radio and Space Communications Division, Chelmsford, CM1 1 PL, England
A GEC-Marconi Electronics Company
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MOMBASA
by RS Holness and LRO Stickles

Having never seen an article from Mombasa 
before in The Communicator we thought it about 
time the rest of the world knew we existed. We 
are not even sure Mauritius (our big daddy) know 
either. Joking apart we thought the rest of you 
Communicators should know that the Commcen 
Mombasa still exists. Which brings me to the 
communication staff. The staff totals a RS plus 
two namely: RS Holness, LRO Shekels and ROl 
Pinto (ex Whitehall, Antrim, Bahrain respectively).

Apart from ourselves the following add up to 
the naval liaison team NLO Comdr T. D. Hand- 
ley, POSA Pollard, POWRT Hales and Sgt Nis- 
bett (BFPO). Our purpose in life is basically look­
ing after RFAs and the occasional frigate/DLG, 
on their way east or west. It is not all sun and 
beer (but we get our fair share of both). In fact 
it can and does become quite hectic at times 
(Antrim take note). It’s not only communications 
we have to do, we all have sideline jobs to attend 
to which takes up a fair amount of our time.

Myself and Carrie Pinto share the watchkeep­
ing, basically 48 about only difference being we 
have no ANO to keep. The RS (when not down 
the Marina), occasionally helps out. We keep 
skeds with Mauritius (Tare connected) and a daily 
voice sked with the Island of Aldabra, which 
houses members of the Royal Society, who spend 
all day chasing tortoises and the like (it keeps 
them amused).

We must have the best shore fit ever. Namely 
2 X 640, 2 X CJK, 1 X 691 and their appro­
priate spares. They work occasionally. Old age 
and poor maintenance adds up to NOTHING, 
(it’s a lie really). This is not the fault of our local 
maintainer from International Air Radio, because 
he can’t afford the time to carry out weekly main­
tenance as on the existing contract. This is being 
investigated by STMA Collingwood. We realise 
this is a Communicator’s magazine, but as com­
munications are practically nil here in Mombasa 
compared to you big commcens and big ships, 
there is not much more I can say as regards com­
munications. The staff always do their best, to do 
their bit to help others. We have no funnies for 
you, things just ain’t funny anymore.

We may sound critical but it’s a pretty good 
number. We all consider ourselves lucky to be 
here considering the amount that slap in for this 
draft. Mombasa has no comparison to the likes 
of Singers, Hong Kong, Mauritius, Malta etc, in 
so far as we have no MQ or hirings, you have to 
find your own accommodation. There is no 
organised entertainment either so we all have to 
do our own thing. We have a sports club, row­
ing club, fishing club and golf club of which we 
belong to (only the richer amongst us can afford 
the golf club) namely the POSA-?????? He now 
wants four cars so he is thinking of becoming 
a caterer.

Mombasa has a large contingent of Europeans 
here with whom we mix quite well. Normally they 
are big money people, bank managers etc, but 
there is no class distinction between them and us. 
The main problem is keeping up with them spend­
ing money. They can afford to, we can’t. This is 
not the Navy’s fault, because the LOA is very 
high.

Our normal term of duty is two years married 
accompanied. Before you all start slapping in your 
B45Bs, the RS has only been here six months, 
myself since Christmas (72), and the ROl is due 
for relief in July. Somebody is going to be lucky.

So to all you sea going comms? — Hard Luck.
So to all you commcen comms? — Hard Luck, 

(it will be my hard luck in two years’ time so 
don’t worry).

If you ever drop into Mombasa we are situated 
in Ralli House, home of the British High Com­
mission. You can always find the RS in the back 
bar of the Manor Hotel. We are praying for rain 
and a maintainer.
PS The RS wants to know when is a new box 
of Sparkers going to be opened. Good luck we 
have put in our order for three Communicators.

MHQ ROSYTH
by RS I. Bloomer

We are a gregarious lot up here. Not being 
ones to shun our professional counterparts and, 
basking in the warmth of each other’s company 
(sometimes), the cry goes out to the Fleet, ‘Drop 
in any time’. Literally, or otherwise, to the un­
initiated it means just that. A drop of some 96 
stairs, to be exact, from the outside world into 
the melee of everyday life in the Commcen. I 
suppose that with the advent of the Polaris sub­
marine, financial aid for the communications sec­
tions of shore commcens is very scant. Bearing 
this in mind, it was obvious when entering these 
hallowed portals that ‘Fings ain’t wot they used 
to be’.

Beware all of those fresh from the gleaming 
splendours of Mercury’s ICS system — Pitreavie 
is a little world all on its own (albeit a rather 
ancient one). Not for* us the marvels of push­
button controls and splendid control consuls, but 
the rather dubious honour of mangy cross-patch­
ing wires! and combating strange and peculiar 
titles like THC’s and FAE’s. The mind fairly bog­
gles. It is, I think, quite an achievement to actually 
get on the air producing SSB(V) and listen to it. 
Likewise FST transmissions. It’s rather a case of 
‘which way is the wind blowing’ and we’ll tune 
accordingly. However, all doubts aside, we man­
aged to hold our own (just) during Exercise 
‘Strong Express’ without the FCRS tearing any 
more hair out! Now we are in the thick of 
CSNF’s joint exercise and are SSB’ing and 
FST’ing with wild abandon. So all you sea-going 
fraternity, spare a thought for us when you bandy
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frequencies and emissions about while we creak 
into action.

Being a Joint Commcen it is sometimes difficult 
to ‘get across’ exactly what is required of the 
other users of the station, the RAF element. Not 
thinking at ‘lightning’ speed like ‘Jack’ does (?), 
some hilarious permutations have evolved. A 
possible solution perhaps would be the advent 
of a ‘Pre-Pitreavie’ language course, then we would 
all know what we were talking about! This 
‘communications problem’ exists purely on a 
verbal-intercourse level — operationally, their 
tempo is just as hectic as ours. More so, probably, 
because the RAF also look after the ‘Joint’ side 
of the MHQ working.

Worthy of a mention and without whose pre­
sence Pitreavie just wouldn’t be the same, is the 
civilian entourage. Looking at the way they run 
the MSO, many ships could learn a good deal 
regarding distribution, queries checking and opera­
tions. They also run the TRC (with a little help 
from the naval contingent) and as an RSOW one 
enters there with great trepidation and not a little 
care. Otherwise, you are liable to be mown down 
by ladies with myriad tapes travelling at ‘Warp 
Factor Three’ (Note please, Captain Kirk). The 
TRC makes contact with such far away places 
as Karup (in Denmark) Jaatanuten (the bottom 
piece of Norway) and Bodo (same country). All 
strange names befitting the equally strange volume 
of traffic that flows back and forth. (Lots).

Hidden below, out of sight but not out of mind, 
are the ‘Greenies’. Magic Merlins of the electronic 
world. Where would we be without them? The 
only problem facing prospective RSs is the de­
spondent feeling of impotency — being miles 
away (literally) from the transmitters. However, 
the Green Empire down below work wonders with 
the type of equipment that surely needs a prayer 
to keep going. Considering the number of circuits 
they have to check, change and maintain, the small 
staff on watch deserve a medal.

Finally, a run down of the staff. Our SCO 
Lieut. Comdr. (Gimme da boats) J. P. Bryans, RN 
is firmly at the helm abetted by the DSCO Lieut 
D. Taylor currently being relieved by Lieut D. S. 
Cooper. FCRS Edge and FCCY Duncan make up 
the management, whilst the police department is 
managed by RS (buy me a drink) Blowman. The 
shop stewards are comprised of Gollies and things 
with an assortment of other odd bodies (CY’s etc) 
with a wide (R02 Vesty) and varied (Porky Bull- 
more) selection of working hands. We cannot close 
without a mention of the PTC Manned, nay 
managed, by CCY (TCI) Trevor Breward who, 
incidentally, is Public Relations man for the Rover 
Car Company and CINC Bollard Smasher! 
RS(W) Lee aids and CY Hutton abets. The PTC 
is now running at full power and every assistance 
is offered to ships visiting Rosyth.
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RN COMMCEN PORTSMOUTH
by R02(T) Pete Nelson

We are still stuck in this famous Hampshire 
pothole waiting to move into daylight sometime 
next year when the new Commcen is due to open, 
but until then the Fort Southwick personnel are 
looking forward to this day. No longer will we 
have to work with the constant drip drip of rain 
water and the RS screaming ‘mind the buckets’ 
as we rush around with tapes, no wonder there 
is a shortage of staff, perhaps there is some truth 
in the old myth that the Fort will one day go to 
sea. Our floods were caused by the workmen 
being over zealous in their efforts to get us into 
our new commcen (they smashed a water main 
and found a drawbridge) the discovery of the 
drawbridge came as a surprise to all, it was be­
lieved to have been constructed in the 1860’s and 
is unique as it retracted horizontally into the Fort 
instead of vertically, the boffins described it as 
a complicated system of levers and chains. So folks, 
Fort Southwick has another claim to fame, the 
other being less reputable.

The first dance for junior rates (as far as any­
body can remember) was held in the senior rates 
mess at Christmas. The dance was well attended 
with over 80 people and was a great success. It 
is hoped in the future that there will be many 
more such functions. The Fort’s football team have 
done quite well this season and we’ve won most 
of our games. We are hoping to get a new strip 
as the old one we’re using has seven shirts one 
colour and four of another. If your next draft 
is Fort Southwick and the ship is paying off see 
if you can get hold of a full strip to bring up 
with you and I’ll make sure you get a place in 
the team.

Hope to see some of you down here.

THE ‘SCYLLA’ STOMPERS
by LRO(G) Downey

After the long and arduous refit we started the 
new commission with a bang. A very ‘Torpoint’ 
at the moment. The mess was a little strange to 
live in at first, especially after the luxury of bar­
racks, but everybody is happily settling in. RO 
Andy Moran and George Armitage have agreed 
to be our liaison team to the Chinese dhobymen, 
and have already begun to sort them out. 
LRO(T)s ‘Micky Mouth’ Mackay and ‘Wiggy’ 
Bennett have joined the RNA ladies’ darts team, 
helped on by LRO(G) Eric Potter, who just hap­
pens to know one of their team. LRO(W)s Griff 
Griffiths and Phil Powell determined to keep 
strange sparkers out of the golly shop have plan­
ted a man eating plant by the name of Herbert, 
Phil trains it and Griff feeds it. We have a mess 
darts team by kind request of the RAs’ wives who 
wouldn’t otherwise go out.

The programme is still uncertain, Aberdeen is



looking good, so anyone having wives, sisters or 
brothers there, I suggest you lock them away for 
the duration, as in the communications mess we 
have the biggest bunch of smoothies and animals 
ever gathered on one ship . . .

HMSUNDAUNTED
by US

After successfully completing an ardent run 
down period we now have to look forward to what 
we hope will be a successful run up, now that the 
powers that be have decreed (though undesirable 
to the interests of the nation) Undaunted the 
village will, in fact, go on.

By the time this article goes to print (praise 
be to Allah that such good fortune may shine 
on our souls), new faces of abundance should 
have crept in from Palliser on the other side of 
our famous dockyard walls (namely South Wall 
to South West Wall via the K & Q), spreading, 
or hoping to spread mirth (or peanut butter, what­
ever tickles you), along the south coast of this 
island called England, whilst still acting as nest and 
hatching ground for Wasp drivers, would be 
navvies (not Irish as in colfee), God help the salvage 
fleet and numerous other uninteresting tasks.

Speaking truthfully, all in all, completely and 
without more than one paragraph of bias, ours 
isn’t a bad ship, providing you tread carefully 
round the holes in the floor, but it would be 
totally lost without its good looking, far reaching 
and very obliging communications staff, whose 
wish it has always been to help.

T2 QUOTE
Seen on a Drafting Preference Card under 

Heading ‘Personal Facts I would like to be con­
sidered’.

‘I am getting married shortly and would like 
to serve in a shore base to gain experience!’

RN UNIT TANGMERE
(Joie de Vivre)

An article to accompany the photograph seems 
superfluous since everybody seems to be de­
lighted to be in the super, smiling (S) Branch.
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The popular RN Exped beach at Le Mome. 
For once not in use, families normally exped here 
for five days, all facilities provided by local 

residents, free!

THE ISLAND OF RAINBOWS
by LRO(G) Jim Green

Greetings from the Island of Rain(Bows?). It 
has been many twig fires since this integral part of 
the DCN has contributed an article to The C om­
municator so I thought it would be a good idea 
to let the world know that Commcen Mauritius is 
alive and well.

Anyone who has been drafted here will tell you 
it is wetter than UK and not the tropical paradise 
the MACC tell us it is when drafty presents ‘lack’ 
with a married accompanied. HMS Mauritius is 
situated on the highest plateau on the island which 
makes life a little more bearable than the climate 
of the coast. It consists of a large area of land 
which is self-contained with shops (we make no 
profit NAAFI!), married quarters and sports 
fields, not forgetting the commcen of course. The 
receiving station is situated at Tombeau roughly 
16 miles from HMS and the transmitters are at 
Bigara just nearby. The commcen opened in 1962 
and provides a DCN link between UK and the 
Far East / Australia and New Zealand. Also we 
provide a ship/shore, broadcast and MRL facility 
for ships on Beira and on passage to and from 
the FES. The traffic load was at its maximum dur­
ing the Persian Gulf withdrawal but now with 
most of the traffic going via RAF Gan we are 
quite happy just plodding along making sure you 
seagoers are also happy! I must, at this point, men­
tion our claim to fame which took place in Sep­
tember .when Diomede steamed from South 
America to Portsmouth on MRL 5. This reflects 
the hard work put in by both the ship’s staff and 
the staff in Mauritius, in fact she only closed 
down outside Spithead because we were, appar­
ently, jamming Pompey OCN!

A word about the staff here, we are ably led 
by our SCO Lieut Comdr Timpson (the editor to 
friends), A/SCO is Lieut Macdonald who never
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seems to have any change when having to pay his 
soccer pontoon money, then we have the STO 
Lieut Worthington who has NE on his name plate 
still (something about new entries at Mercury and 
once there always will he return). FCRS Bernard 
has just arrived and is the man in charge of re­
gulating and CRS Robson is at the wheel traffic 
wise. Just gone home is ORS Elwyn Jones whose 
statue is being built outside the commcen as a 
memorial to his dedication and efficiency, White­
hall will be benefiting from his wealth of ex­
perience very soon. SCO is soon to be relieved by 
Lieut Comdr Roskill who we all hope will settle 
down OK.

Mauritius is a draft which provides a chance of 
sun, rain and cyclones. On the brighter side there 
is sport, diving, snorkling and water skiing, plus 
a cheap wet. I leave you with a classic provided by 
a Wren. When doing a TPX and typing VZCZC 
on the signal she wondered why RAF Gan came 
back with a service asking what he had to do 
with matelots volunteering for submarines! Well 
that’s all folks so all the best from the Island of 
Rain, sorry Rainbows.

Taking in the clean, unpolluted air, by the beach 
at Le Morne

Left to right: Nurse Mary Blackwell, Nurse Cathy 
Wilson, L/Wren Jane Flint, WRO Maureen Mc- 

Cluskey and standing, Wren Nicky Hudson

PJT FOR NORTH CAMP
by W1

Any resident in North Camp should have a 
feeling for its ancient earth-works, and so my 
PJT was spent acquiring this in Kurdistan, where 
the Romans, at about the same period, built a 
great frontier system through the Euphrates’ gorge.

Civilisation has passed the Taurus by. Villages 
of startling poverty cling to the mountainsides, 
linked by mule tracks and scraping a mediaeval 
existence. In a hundred miles I discovered only a 
single loo, in the apse of a converted Armenian 
church. Blood feuds take the place of sports’ 
make and mends, and the prudent villager blocks



up his windows against the casual sticks of dyna­
mite, and stays at home after dark.

My PJT was unhappily programmed to coincide 
with Ramazan, the Muslim fast. For a month the 
east is dry, and a schoolmaster found eating was 
attacked by a mob in Kayseri. Actually, I was 
beaten up by a crowd of washerwomen myself, 
with dhobi sticks: but that was for speaking to 
them, a dreadful mistake, because they have no 
souls. In the villages the Kurds became increas­
ingly thirsty, cross and self righteous. So it is 
just as well the prohibition applies only during 
the day. At 0320 a drummer tours the streets, 
noisily beating hands to breakfast. From then 
until dusk food, water, even cigarettes are wholly 
forbidden, and in the towns, bank cashiers have 
flunkies to lick their stamps for them. Travellers 
are allowed to eat, but there is no food, and 
anyway they dare not be seen eating. So my 
Kurdish guide grew more and more feeble, and 
after a day or two quite refused to get o(f my 
mule, except to pray.

My hosts were the village headmen, tough men 
with government issued rifles and endless con­
versation : conducted in Zaza, an ancient and
unwritten language, and punctuated, after the 
evening meal of peppers and crushed wheat, with 
long periods of prayer. Knowledge of British 
affairs was limited and embarrassing: Top of the 
pops came strikes, Timothy Davey and Northern 
Ireland, reflecting a nation of workshy and dis­
honourable bullies. Last term schools throughout 
Turkey learned how the sun never set on the 
British Empire. This was good for a laugh most 
evenings. Next under fire came the Monarchy. 
Despite my explanations, many villages remain 
convinced that the Queen is Elizabeth Taylor.

SPRING CROSSWORD
by Ann Jewel

Across
1. Spread around the curtains. (6)
9. To be fixed, nest in Scot pines. (10)

10. The medicine makes an entertaining building. 
(6)

11. My toes sort of act as a foundation. (4, 6)
12. A tired, confused man could not make such 

a speech. (6)
13. Two pence, Miss, for these types. (9)
14. As groups can determine one’s property, so 

can I. (6)
16. ‘. . . now does he feel h is--------

Hang loose about him, like a giant’s robe 
Upon a dwarfish thief.’ (Macbeth) (5)

19. Leave the waste. (6)
22. He stole a bar of gold or an old instrument.

(9)
23. Do you want thread? (6)
24. 'Forehead, straight nose, and cheeks that be

Hollow'd a little -------- .' (William Morris)
( 10)

25. The rarer minerals conceal the stoat. (6)
26. Will a trapper or hunter make it ready? (10)
27. This way—take 500 from 19 and add 160.

(6)

Down
2. It rains about one second so does not wet 

dried fruit. (7)
3. Don’t carp about the fee—it’s just a prelimin­

ary note. (7)
4. Place the vehicle between two points — it 

sets off an alarm. (5)
5. Bait my pail with tonic — still unable to be 

in harmony. (15)
6. Ed’s edicts state — cut them up. (9)
7. Gay fiestas, I'm amazed to find, include 

Greek odes. (7)
8. Cornish tinners could be inmates. (7)

15. Bristle about a stormy life without end. (9)
17. 'And know for whom a tear you shed

Death's self --------  -------- (Ben Jonson)
(2, 5)

18. Pure, pert, but not English, and rather 
abrupt. (7)

20. When you met rams and suchlike, did you 
hesitate? (7)

21. The unit, ere long, becomes a whole train.
(7 )

23. Untidy — er — scruffy colour changers. (5) 

SOLUTION
Across

1. Drapes, 9. Consistent, 10. Cinema, 11. Root 
system, 12. Tirade, 13. Specimens, 14. Assets, 16. 
Title, 19. Desert, 22. Astrolabe, 23. Dearth, 24. 
Mournfully, 25. Ermine, 26. Preparator, 27. Street.

Down
2. Raisins, 3. Preface, 4. Scare, 5. Incompata- 

bility, 6. Dissected, 7. Stasima, 8. Interns, 15. 
Styliform, 17. Is sorry, 18. Prerupt, 20. Stammer, 
21. Retinue, 23. Dyers.
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COMMUNICATIONS GAZETTE
APPOINTMENTS

Editor’s N ote: Although every endeavour is made to ensure that the information in this 
section is correct, we ask readers not to treat it as authoritative in the strict sense.

Name Rank
A dair, J. McD ................... Lieut
Baker, M. S. Lieut
Brooker, P. C.................... Commander
Binns, N. J. Lieut
Bower, G. A. F. .. Captain
Bray, L. E. .. Third Officer
Cahill, M. J. Lieut
Clarke, D . C..................... Second Officer
Cave, R. F......................... t Lieut-Cmdr
D odsworth, P .................... Lieut
D avis, R. K. Lieut
D ance, J. Sub Lieut
D ickins, A. H..................... Commander
Edwards, J. R .................... Lieut-Cmdr
Etchells, H. C. Third Officer
Edwards, P. T................... Lieut-Cmdr
Farrow, M. J. D ............... Lieut
F ryer, D . W. Lieut-Cmdr
F ry, G. E. .. Third Officer
F eiler, P. R. Lieut
G adsden, P. G. Sub Lieut
H umphreys, M. T. .. Lieut
H umphries, R. R. .. Lieut
H eath, P. W. Sub Lieut
K nocker, A. J. S................ Lieut-Cmdr

Locke, R . .. Third Officer
Lloyd, B. D. Lieut
Lowden, G. W................... Captain
Lanigan, A. J ..................... Lieut
Larkins, J. L. B. Commander
Morton, A. S. Rear Admiral
M ead, A. P. Third Officer
McK aig, J. R. Vice Admiral

N icol, J. McM ................... Lieut
Pink , C. J. .. Lieut
Prickett, W. J................... Lieut
Prince, P. C. Captain
Perry, G. J......................... Sub Lieut
R idoutt, J. E. Sub Lieut
R iggs, J. J. .. Lieut-Cmdr
Rumble, J. B. Captain
Schofield, K. Lieut-Cmdr
Smith, C. C......................... Lieut
Somerville-Jones, O. D. Lieut-Cmdr
Salt, L. S........................... Sub Lieut
Tullis, G. M. Commander
Timpson, G. M ................... Lieut-Cmdr
Veal, J..................... Lieut-Cmdr
Wooley, R. J. E................. Lieut-Cmdr
Wilson, G. A. S. C. Lieut-Cmdr
Winkless, W. J. Lieut
Webber, P. C. 
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Lieut

Whither
Mauritius
Staff of FOST as ASCO (S)
Sultan for duty with AIB 
MOD for duty with DIS 
Antrim in command 
WRNS careers officer S.W.
Staff of FOST as ASCO (P)
Drake
JWE Old Sarum 
Mercury X section 
Devonshire
Vernon Long MCD course
Mercury as Executive Officer
MOD for duty with DGW(M)/DSWS/(N)
Staff of F.O. Malta 
Dryad for opstrain duty 
Norfolk
Saker for duty with BDS Washington
Staff of FOSNI
Ganges
Mercury
Hampshire
Neptune as ASCO and OIC commcen 
Commcen Whitehall 
NATO military committee Brussels 

(act Cmdr whta)
Rooke
Cochrane
CinCAF North ACOS (C & E)
Dryad for PWO course 
MOD for duty with DNS 
A.C.D.S. (POL)
Whitehall commcen
UK representative on Military committee NATO 

(Act Admiral)
Rooke as OIC Commcen 
MOD for duty with DNE (Bath)
Staff of FOCAS
MOD for DIS language study
Llandaff
Fife
OIC Commcen Whitehall
Fearless in command
Staff of F.O. Plymouth as SCO
Mercury
Dryad MTC 10
Dolphin addl. for S/M training
Staff of CINCFLEET as FCO
MOD for duty with DIS
OIC Malta in continuation
MOD for duty with Naval Secretary
Hermes
Hermes
CINCFLEET for duty with JMIC



PROMOTIONS
To Commander: N. J. H ill-Norton. R. A. Thompson (Prov. 1 Oct) (see editorial)
To Lieutenant-Commander: W. J. Christie, F. M. Emmett, C. G. H. Campbell, P. C. Abbot, W. M. Caswell, 

and D. G. Pike

To Lieutenant: J. J. R obson, A. E. Knight, T. Pratt, J. A. Carrington, R. E. Woodham, M. J. D ance,
B. M. Searl, A. A. Colmer

To Sub-Lieutenant: Radio Supervisor D. Barnes, Radio Supervisor J. A. Burch,
Communications Yeoman R. M. S. F lint, Radio Supervisor FT. R. Rogers,
Radio Supervisor (W) R. J. Stephens

RETIREMENTS

Lieut
Lieut
Cmdr
3rd Officer
Lieut-Cmdr
Lieut-Cmdr

Briggs, A. E. P. 
D aniels, W. R. 
Clarke, R. T. 
James, J. A. 
Todd, B. H. 
Edwards, E.

Lieut
Cmdr
Lieut
2nd Officer 
Lieut-Cmdr

Buckland, P. H.
F ergie-Woods, I.
H ooper, G. E. J.
Turner, J. W. F. (nee Sunley) 
Wallis, J. E. S.

SELECTIONS FOR PROMOTION TO FLEET CHIEF PETTY OFFICER (SEPTEMBER 30, 1973) 
To FCCY: B. H. Fouracre, E. H. G ilbert, N. P. U nderwood, H. J. Whitehead 
To FCRS: I. E. Barnes, M. J. Challinor, G. Exley, E. M cCarthy, K. A. M elton 
To FCRS(W) J. Leppard, J. C. Wise 
To FCRS(S): D. A. Peters

ADVANCEMENT ROSTERS

TOTAL POINTS OF TOP ELIGIBLE MAN 
163 
113
INT (BD 15.3.71)

TOTAL POINTS OF TOP ELIGIBLE MAN 
105
129

LIST ‘A’ 
RS
LRO (G) 
LRO (W)

LIST ‘B’ 
RS (W) 
LRO (T)

A NEW METHOD FOR DRAFTING —  
PULL-A-DRAFT

CRS(W) D. A. Collins after being presented with 
his own drafting machine which ‘drafted’ him to 

HMS ‘Charybdis’
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DRAFTING
O nly nam es th a t have been  in c luded  in  articles from  sh ip s  and  estab lishm en ts an d  n o t p rin ted  elsew here in  th e  m agazine are show n here. R ead ing  

th e  S H IP -S H O R E  N E W S  w ill give you th e  w hereabou ts of m any o f y o u r  f r ie n d s . P lease fo rw ard  any  drafts  you w ish  show n in  o u r n ex t ed ition  w ith  
your artic le  fo r  th e  S u m m er ed ition  o f th e  m agazine. In d iv iduals  m ay w rite  d irec tly  to  the  E d ito r if  th e y  w ish.

A lth o u g h  every endeavour is m ade to en su re  th a t th e  info rm ation , in  th is  section  is co rrec t we ask readers n o t to  tre a t it as au tho rita tiv e  in th e  stric t 
sense.

N a m e R ate W h ith er
Abrahart R . M . CY P lym outh
Aldridge J. W. JR O (T ) A riadne
Alexander D . S. LR O (W ) A rgonaut
A lexander G . E. L R O (T ) Bulw ark
A llan  R . J. L R O (T ) M ercury
A llan  R . J. JR O (G ) In trep id
A llen  G . C. R 0 3 (G ) H erm es
A llen  J. L R O (T ) A m azon
A llej* K . CY Berw ick
A llu m  D . G. CY M ercury
A nderson C . R 0 3 (T ) A m azon
Anderson J . R. R 0 3 (T ) In tre p id
A nderson G . R 0 2 (G ) N u b ian
A nderson M . RS E ndurance
A nderson T . CY M ercu rv
A ndrew s A. L R O (G ) F ife
Andrew s O . W . LR O (W ) M ercury
Angus L . J. JR O (G ) Y arm outh
A rbuckle F . W . F C R S FO F 1
A rrow  M . R . L R O (T ) Eskim o
A rthurs R . W . LR O (W ) C IN C -

F L E E T
A seltine  K . J . P . R S(W ) Sirius
Ashby S . E. H . JR O (W ) Lynx
Ashley G . W . R 0 2 (G ) T o rq u ay
Aston  P . J. R O l(G ) G lam organ
Athey  B. L R O (G ) H am psh ire
Atk in so n  J . A. RS H am psh ire
Au stin  D . J. R 0 3 (W ) D efiance
A xe M . J. R 0 3 (T ) C harybdis

Ba ilie  R . S. C R S(W ) D evonshire
Ba in  T . K . R 0 2 (T ) L incoln
B agnell P . RS M ercury
B aker K . R 0 3 (G ) D evonshire
B aker R . R 0 2 (T ) M ercury
Baker E. C. CRS C O M IB E R -

L A N T
Baker W . J. RS T A N G -

M E R E
B ane G . F . CRS M ercu ry
B arlow  R . J. R 0 2 (G ) F O S T
Barn T . F . R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
Barrett M . P. R 0 2 (T ) T am ar
Barrie E. A. R 0 2 (W ) D olph in
Barry A. J. L R O (T ) M ercu ry
Bartlett B. J. RS D rake
Bartram J . R. R 0 2 (G ) L aleston
Barw ick D . B. CY Falm outh
Bates M . W . R 0 3 (W ) K ent
Batho A . G. RS M ercu ry
B aynes D . L R O (G ) C entu rion
Baxter A . E. R 0 2 (T ) Ju p ite r
Beal E. JR O (G ) A rgonau t
Beech B. G. R S(W ) Lincoln
Beech am  M . J. L R O (G ) In tre p id
Bell  A. C C Y S t A ngelo
Bell G . G . L R O ( W) D iom ede
Bennett  A . C. R 0 2 (G ) P hoebe
Berkeley M . P. G. R O l(T ) A rgonaut
Bertram  P . M . R. R 0 2 (W ) A chilles
Besw ick L . K . R 0 3 (T ) A ntrim
Betts R . G . L R O (G ) M ercu ry
B ird P. R 0 2 (T ) Juno
B ird A. L . JR O (T ) H erm es
B ills  D . C Y C O M S U B -

M E D
B ign ell  D . J. F C R S T am ar
B issell I . J. L R O (T ) T  angm ere
B ircher  A . W . j r o c g ) M inerva
B irkett L R O (G ) R N  P T Y

S IN G A ­
P O R E

B irkett E. R O l(G ) M ercu ry
B iln ey  K . R G 2(T ) V ictory
B lake J. G . JR O (T ) Berwick
Blakeway J. A. R O l(G ) V ictory
Boo th  H . L R O (G ) Eastbourne
Boo th  P . A. JR O (T ) D ido
Bradley R . R 0 2 (G ) N ep tu n e
B radley J . W . R 0 2 (G ) Apollo
Bradshaw  A . R .
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R 0 2 (G ) C ochrane

N a m e R a te W h ith er
Bray E. R 0 2 (W ) M inerva
Bra g inton  C . J. R 0 2 (W ) Rooke
Brentnall  A. D . JR O (T ) H erm es
Brennan  A . J. L R O (G ) R enow n
Brenna n  N . P. R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry
Brenna n  C . A. R 0 2 (W ) M ercury
Brereton S. P. JR O (G ) L ondonderry
Br ow n  A . A. F . RS M ercu ry
Brow n  E. R O l(T ) D rake
Brow n  J. A. LR O (W ) M ercu ry
Brow n  R. CRS D iom ede
Brow n  T . LR O (W ) M ercury
Brow ne  K . P. JR O (T ) C leopatra
Bryan T . W . R 0 2 (G ) M ercury
Bryant J. R 0 3 (T ) Scylla
Bullym ent  D . L R O (G ) F O C A S
Butler A . B. L R O (T ) Raleigh
Butters D . N . R 0 2 (G ) S abre
Burnahm  C . I. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
Burke B. R O l(T ) S t. A ngelo
Burwood D . L. R 0 2 (G ) Eskim o
Bur wood  H . F. L R O (G ) F O S T
Butt  R . J. JR O (T ) H erm es
Bycroft RS A ntrim
Byford R . A. S. R 0 2 (G ) M inerva
Botton  B. R 0 2 (G ) V ictory
Bowers G . RS G lam organ

C arter I . L . D . R 0 2 (T ) M ercury
C asemore J. A. CY M ercury
C aless D . J. F C R S Bristol
C arr P. R 0 2 (T ) C ochrane
C arvell D . L R O (G ) Eskim o
C arver G . R. R O l(G ) M ercury
C am pbell  D . R 0 2 (W ) M ercury
C arey W . H . JR O (T ) Achilles
C arty M . J. CRS 26S U  Berlin
C halk  P . R. JR O (T ) P lym outh
C hambers A. S. CCY D rake
C harles R. R 0 3 (W ) L eander
C h il d  D . LR O (W ) Sirius
Chu rch ill  E. A. R 0 2 (G ) N ep tune
Ch r istia n  R . W . R 0 2 (G ) O lym pus
C halcraft G . T . R 0 2 (G ) R enow n
C ha dw ick  L. L R O (G ) 95 C D O
C heer R . D . R 02C T) M ercu ry
C laffev S. A. JR O (W ) B acchante
C larkson A. D . R 0 2 (G ) M ercury
C lem ents R . N . R 0 2 (G ) N arw hal
C luttem  D . A. L R O (G ) C onqueror
C lem ents G . P. R 0 2 (W ) M ercury
C l ift o n  A . W . L R O (T ) C leopatra
C ollons I . D . L R O (G ) H erm es
Corn ish  S. R 0 2 (T ) M ercury
C ourt A . M . R 0 2 (T ) K eppel
C ow an  A . A. JR O (T ) Y arm outh
C oulton  G . E. R 0 2 (T ) L landaff
C outts B. P. CY G urkha
C oyle J . F . JR O (W ) A riadne
C ook D . E . R. R 0 2 (G ) H ardy
C oomber J. A. RS M ercu ry
C oyle J. F . JR O (W ) A riadne
C oxall C . C. JR O (T ) U n daun ted
C o n nell  J. A. LR O (W ) M ercu ry
C ouzens B. A. CCY A F C E N T
COCKERILL M . J. JR O (W ) D iom ede
C oles P . P. R 0 2 (T ) G lam organ
C obb E . S. R S(W ) D evonshire
C ollin s  J. E. JR O (G ) H erm es
C ook J. TRO(T) H erm es
C ope S. K . JR O (T ) H erm es
C ongdon  M . J. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
C o l l in s  A . L. JR O (T ) A rethusa
C oles B. J. JR O (W ) C harybdis
C ow dray P. N . E. JR O (G ) P lym outh
C ostello D . J. R 0 2 (W ) M ercu ry
C ollin s  D . A. C R S (W ) C harybdis
C olmer J. D . RS M ercury
Cokes A. J. F C R S B ulw ark
C on dliffe  D . A. JR O (G ) F ife
C osgrove M . J. C. R 0 3 (T ) G urkha
C raft D . J. LR O (W )i M ercu ry

N a m e R ate W h ith er
C reek J . F . L R O (T ) M ercury
C ramb D . R 0 2 (T ) B ritannia
C rabtree G . R 0 2 (T ) T a rta r
C row ley  J. J. R 0 3 (G ) H erm es
C u l l ip  J . A. JR O (G ) B ulw ark
C u m m ins  W . J. R 0 3 (T ) Lincoln
C u n n in g h a m  J. P. F 0 3 (T ) M ercu ry
C ullen  J. M . R 0 2 (G ) Palliser
C uttle  K . R 0 2 (G ) C leopatra

D allas D . C C Y D iom ede
D anbury I<. F . L R O (G ) B ulw ark
D an iel  A. D . R. R 0 3 (W ) Y arm outh
D avey M . J. LR O (W ) A ndrom eda
D avies A. TRO(G) H erm es
D avies J . F . L R O (G ) N ep tune
D avies B. J. R 0 2 (G ) Juno
D avies A. C. R O l(G ) M ercury
D avies G . A. R02CG ) In tre p id
D avies B. M . R 0 2 (W ) L landaff
D avies S. P. CCY M ercu ry
D avies M . R. RS C enturion
D avies M . V. LR O (W ) Eskim o
D avies D . W . L R O (G ) M ercu ry
D avies A. CY T a rta r
D avies T . LR O (W ) Ju p ite r
D awson J. R 0 3 (T ) Penelope
D awson D . G. CY M inerva
D awber C . J. R 0 3 (G ) G renville
D ay P. RS M erco rv
D ’C ruz M . R. L R O (G ) C T F  345
D efroand J. A. R O l(G ) T a m ar
D elve P . E. R O l(G ) T angm ere
D eig h to n  B. R S(W ) L landaff
D ickson  J. C. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
D im en t  G . P. R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry
D oak T . L R O (T ) M ercu ry
D on  a van J. R 02('G ) A chilles
D oust J. W . R 0 2 (W ) Juno
D ow ney  W . R. RS M ercu ry
D ow n ie  G . CCY Blake
D oyle A. J. JR O (T ) Penelope
D rew  D . J. D . A /R S (W ) M ercu ry
D u liga ll  A . L. R02CG ) V ictory
D uncan  L . J. R 0 2 (W ) M inerva
D un n  D . E. JR O (G ) Fearless
D urrans B. C R S(W ) H erm ione
D uquesnay R 0 3 (T ) Ju p ite r
D yer M . B. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry

E dgar R . W . CY Rooke
E dm onds J. R. JR O (G ) D anae
E dwards N . D . R 0 2 (G ) N ep tu n e
E ilbeck  J . E. F C R S A rk Royal
Ellio tt  G . J. L R O G C H Q

C heltenhar
Ellard M . R . LR O (W ) T iger
El lis  S . W. R 0 2 (G ) Jaguar
Elvidge C . J. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
E mberton L . J. RS F alm outh
En n is  M . R. JR O (G ) A rk Royal
Estabrooks G . D. R 0 2 (G ) H ydra
Evans D . RS M ercury
Evans D . W . RS L eopard
Everett K . TRO(T) Y arm outh
Everett J. W RS M ercury
F airbairn  I. M . R O l(G ) Rooke
F armer C . R . JR O (T ) H erm es
F arnan  A . R . TRO(W) Sirius
F assum J. C . F. L R O (G ) M ercury
F aw cett J . P. RS Rooke
F eatherstone P . R. R O l(G ) M ercu ry
F elgate M . K . L R O (G ) M ercu ry
F eltham  I . R . R O l(G ) D iom ede
F erry J. L R O (G ) D o lph in
F eWINGS M . K . R 0 2 (G ) A ndrom eda
F ield  P . J. R O l(G ) C hurch ill
F in c h  R . A. R O l(G ) V ictory
F ind la y  M . R . W . R 0 2 (W ) Juno
F ish er  M .J. JR O (W ) Blake
F l em m in g  P . D . JR O (G ) D undas



N a m e R a te W h ith er
F oley R. G. C R S D evonsh ire
F ord J. A. L R O (T ) T  angm ere
F oster G . A. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
F ouracre B. H . C C Y M ercu ry
F ox  A. L R O (G ) W arrio r
F rance M . B. R O l(W ) M ercu ry
F ran klin  A. N . RS M ercu ry
F room P. E. R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry
F rost A . L. JR O fW ) A riadne
F uller M . I. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
FARNES J. CY M ercu ry

G afney R 0 2 (G ) Rooke
G allagher M . J. R 0 3 (G ) H ydra
G allagher P . M . L R O (T ) M ercu ry
G amesby S. R 0 2 (G ) Egeria
G anderton A . F . J. R 0 2 (W ) Juno
G andy A. J. R 0 3 (\V ) W hitby
C ard Al. C. L R O (G ) M ercu ry
G ardner T . L. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
G.ardiner K . L R O (W ) Courageous
G aughan M . C C Y M ercu ry
G avin S. F. L R O fW ) Juno
Gell  S. G. R 03fW ) Ju p ite r
Gerrard R. G . R O l(T ) W hitehall
George D . J. R O l(G ) P em broke
G eorge P. S. R 0 3 (G ) In tre p id
G ent R . F. JROCG) Bulw ark
G ib b s  B. J. R 0 2 (T ) M ercury
G ibson K . H. R 0 2 (T ) M inerva
G ibson H . S. L R O (G ) W hitehall
G ellanders R . R. R 0 2 (W ) L ynx
G illies R. L . R 0 3 (G ) Rothesay
G lover R . T . R 0 2 (G ) Excellent
Golden  M . R 0 3 (T ) Phoebe
Go ldfinch  D . T . L R O (W ) D ryad
G oldsm ith  R. I. CY M ercu ry
G oode J. D. R 0 3 (T ) Jaguar
G ore A. C C Y M ercu ry
G o VAN A. J. R 0 3 (G ) A ntrim
G oody T . E. R 03(W ) L landaff
G ray J. P. L R O (G ) M ercury
G ray R. L R O (T ) F O S T
G rey C. I. R 0 2 (W ) Rooke
G riffith s  C. A. R 0 2 (W ) A riadne
Grossm ith  N . R. JR O (G ) R othesay
Grubb M . R 0 2 (T ) Rhyl

Hadgraft F. JR O (G ) Bulw ark
H adgraft J. JR O (G ) Bulw ark
H aines P. T . JR O (G ) In tre p id
H alifax B. RS D rake
H all G . A. JR O (G ) D ido
H all T . L. R02CG ) N arw hal
Ha il a t t  I . G. JR O (G ) H erm es
H am  A. J. R 0 2 (W ) H ardy
H am J. D. R O l(G ) M ercu rv
H am ilton  D . R 0 2 (G ) F ife
H ands K . V. R O l(T ) Phoebe
H arraway M . L. JR O (G ) D evonsh ire
H arris W . G. JR O (W ) L incoln
H arrison D . R 0 3 (T ) D evonshire
H art M . R. R O l(T ) D evonshire
H art S. F. R 0 2 fG ) V ictory
H  a s  sty C. R 0 3 fW ) G lam organ
H arvey X . E. JR O (G ) H erm es
H arvey P. CY C aroline
H arvey R. R O l(G ) W hitehall
H arvey L.RO(G) M ercury
H a’-'DOn A. J. JR O (T ) W hitbv
H ayes D . C. LR O fW ) Blake
H ays G . JR O (G ) M ercury
H ealy T . R 0 3 (G ) P lym outh
H eaney M . J. LR O (W ) M inerva
H eaton B. CRS M ercu ry
H e a t o n  A. G. R 0 3 (G ) C harybdis
He g h t o n  T . R 0 2 (T ) W hitehall
H enderson T . H. R 0 2 (G ) D iom ede
H enry A. JR O (G ) In tre p id
H e w i t t  C. H . LROCT) D rake
H e w i i t  A. G . R 0 3 (G ) A rk Royal
H iggins B. M . L R O (G ) H am psh ire
£ u  D . J. L R O (T ) Fife

T T . C. L R O (G ) M ercu ry
H tllman P. J. LROCW) H am psh ire
I N E  T . R 0 2 (W ) Ajax
S ttchen D . R. L R O fG ) M ercury
W— LEY  C. M . C R S(W ) N orfolk
B bdgson P. R 0 3 (G ) M erm aid
3 s b c n s o n  T . G. R 0 2 (T ) M erm aid

N a m e R ate W h ith er
H oey R . F . R 0 2 (G ) A shanti
H ogben P . J. JR O (T ) D evonshire
H ogg T . P. R 0 2 (G ) W hitby
H olden R . M . R 0 2 (G ) B righton
H olmes A. JR O (T ) M erm aid
H opgood  J . E. R 0 3 (T ) Fife
H o pk in s  G . C. R 0 2 (G ) W hitehall
H orne M . L . R 0 2 (T ) Scylla
H orne S . P. JR O (T ) Achilles
H o u ld ing  S. S. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
H oward B. V. C. RS S t. G eorge
H ow ell C . R. R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry
H owes R . W . L R O (T ) U n daun ted
H ulbert C . I. CY M ercu ry
H uffen  B. T . JR O (T ) H erm es
H um phrey  C. P. R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry
H um phreys A . C. L R O (T ) Sirius
H unt M . R 0 2 (W ) T  artar
H unter J. H . J. R O l(G ) M ercury
H ussey A. C. R 0 2 (T ) M ercury
H ylands P . J. W . JR O (W ) F alm outh

I k in  R . L . L R O (G ) D rake
I les J . G . A. R 0 2 (G ) P lym outh
I nnes J. R. R 0 2 (G ) H am psh ire
Inn es W . A. R 0 3 (G ) M ercu ry
I r w in -singer  J . G . T . R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry

J ay L . J. L R O (G ) T angm ere
Je n k in  S. P. JR O (T ) M atapan
J enkin s B. R 0 2 (T ) M ercury
Jen n in g s  A. J. R 0 2 (T ) V ictory
J ohnson  K . P. JR O (T ) A chilles
J ohnson  M . B. R O l(G ) E xm outh
J ohnstone  J. R . G. R 0 2 (W ) Bacchante
J ones B. J. R 0 2 (W ) Berw ick
J ones G . L. R 0 3 (T ) A bdiel
J ones J . A. R 0 3 (W ) D evonsh ire
J ones M . C. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
J ones P . C. R 0 2 (G ) H ecla
J ones T . K. R 0 2 (W ) L landaff
J ones W . J. O. RS D rake
J ordan K . P. R 0 3 (G ) M ercu ry
J udges C . W . CY Eskim o
J ones R . D . R 0 2 (W ) W hitby

K ell  B. M . L R O (G ) M ercu ry
K ell  and M . J. R 02 (W ) A chilles
K elly  P . J. JR O (G ) Phoebe
K em p R . A. L R O (G ) In tre p id
K ennedy  A. R . M . R 0 2 (G ) Laym oor
K erslake S. C. R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry
K ilbanf. K . M . R 0 3 (G ) G lam organ
K ilbane  M . J. L R O (T ) M ercu ry
K il le n  T . I. JR O (G ) K eppel
K imber  C . F . L R O fG ) M ercu ry
K in g  A. R O l(G ) Cut! as
K in g  M . L. JR O (G ) L ynx
K irby R . K . R 0 3 (T ) Blake
K irkpatrick  D . W . R 0 3 (W ) Bacchante
K it c h in  P . W . F C C Y Ajax
K na pm a n R 0 2 (G ) B ulw ark
K nibbs D . G. L R O fG ) M ercu ry
K n il l  L. R S(W ) Ju p ite r
K now les A. L. JR O (W ) A rethusa

L and J. L R O (T ) M ercu ry
L angdon  D . S. L R O (T ) M ercu ry
L awler J. D . RS M ercu ry
L aw n  W . L R O (T ) M ercu ry
L awrence R . A. LR O fW ) H am psh ire
L aw son J. JR O (T ) Y arm ou th
L ee K . RS M ercu ry
L ee H . N . R 0 2 (G ) B ulldog
L ee S. M . R 0 3 (G ) Jaguar
L eppard G . R. JR O (G ) Bulw ark
L ew is K . J. L R O fT ) Jaguar
L eig h  J. L R O fG ) M ercu ry
L illey  R . R 0 3 (T ) D undas
L ismore R . J. JR O (T ) H erm es
L ister M . S. R 0 2 (G ) Sheraton
L ittlefield  J. A. RS M ercu ry
L ines P . A. R 0 2 (G ) B ulldog
L loyd G . F. R 0 2 (T ) C IN C F L E E T
L loyd S. A. C. R 0 2 (T ) Eskim o
L ockett K . J. R 03 (W ) Bulw ark
L ong  I. M . R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry
L ong M . R 0 2 (T ) L landaff

N a m e R a te W h ith er
L o u g h lin  A. R . JR O (T ) R othesay
L ord J. W . CY M ercu ry
L o u nton  K . W. R 0 2 (G ) A n trim
L oveys P . M . R 0 2 (W ) L inco ln
L ow m an  P . L R O fG ) M ercu ry
L ow ry M . R. TRO(T) D ido
L ucas B. R . L R O (G ) M ercu ry
L uce D . RS N ep tu n e
L um sdon  J. R 0 2 (G ) E ndurance
L upson  R . J. JR O (G ) H erm es
L ye E . L. JR O (W ) L incoln
L y t h  J . A. B. CY D undas

M acaulay A. CY M ercu ry
M acdonold J. K . C . JR O (G ) R hyl
M ackay I. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
M ackay M . G . L R O S t A ngelo
M ackin  M . D . L R O fW ) Rooke
M acw illia m  N . D . R 0 3 (G ) R othesay
M ahood A . J. R 0 2 (G ) O nslaugh t
M ahy J. RS M ercu ry
M an n  D . M . R 0 2 (T ) Palliser
M arks W . L R O fG ) M ercu ry
M arlow  K . JR O (T ) H erm es
M arris R . C. R 0 2 (T ) L eopard
M arsden R. J. L R O fT ) M ercu ry
M arshall R . H . R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry
M a rtin  A. JR O (T ) B risto l
M artin  G . R 0 2 (T ) Rooke
M artin  J. A. T . L R O fG ) M ercu ry
M artin-W inter  P. JR O (G ) R hyl
M artin  R . T . CY M ercu ry
M athews A. R 0 2 (W ) Blake
M ather G . J. L R O fG ) M ercu ry
M atthews D . L . L R O fG ) H y d ra
M atthews S. A. JR O fW ) P hoebe
M ays J. P. R O l(G ) R N L O

M om basa
M a n n  J . A. L R O fW ) Y arm ou th
M cC artney R . S. R 0 2 fG ) Fearless
M cL eary J. LR O fW ) L landaff
M cC oan  G . R 0 3 fT ) E xm ou th
M cC o n nach ie  R . F. R 0 2 (G ) A bdiel
M cCormack P . M . R 0 2 (G ) V ictory
M cC readie J. R 0 2 (G ) C ochrane
M cC rudden D . F. L R O fG ) N ep tu n e
M cR obert M . A. L R O fG ) R eso lu tion
M cD ow all  I. L R O fT ) A bdiel
M cG len nan  R . F . R O l(G ) D o lph in
M cG regor N . O. R 0 3 fG ) L ynx
M cG onagall P. R 0 3 (T ) N u b ian
M cK enna  P. A. RS M ercu ry
M cM anus B. R 0 2 (T ) A rk  Royal
M cN ally M . J. R 0 2 fG ) A rgonau t
M cQ uilla n  P. R 0 2 (G ) C IN C F L E E T
M cD erm id  J. P. CCY M ercu ry
M cC orm ick  J. B. L R O fT ) M ercu ry
M cBa in  G . S. L R O fG ) M ercu ry
M alone V. CY L landaff
M eadows B. R 0 2 fG ) M ercu ry
M eehan  E. W . M . R 0 2 (G ) Y arm outh
M ercer A . R. R 0 2 (T ) F alm ou th
M ercer D . J. R 0 2 (G ) M onk ton
M iles G . R S M auritiu s
M iller  B. J. JR O fW ) M inerva
M ines D . E. L R O fG ) B ulw ark
M ock^P. J. R O l(G ) D rake
M offatt W . E. JR O (G ) L incoln
M o ir  J. M . P. R S G renv ille
M onger R . G . CRS A rethusa
M oore E. R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry
M oore G . J. TROfT) Falm outh
M orely J. R O l(T ) F O F 1
M orris G . L R O fG ) M ercu ry
M orris P . B. R 0 2 (G ) N ep tu n e
M ortimer  R. F . A. C., C R SfW ) M ercu ry
M orton  A. R 0 3 (W ) A rgonau t
M orton  P . S. LR O fW ) M ercu ry
M oseley P . R. JR O (T ) A rk R oyal
M ould  T . R 0 2 (W ) M inerva
M outer N . S. L R O fG ) W hitehall
M ounsey P . F . JR O (G ) D evonsh ire
M oyle A . F . R. R S B ulw ark
M ulholland  J. JR O (G ) Blake
M ulholland  J. L R O fG ) M ercu ry
M ullen  I. R 0 3 fW ) D iom ede
M um by  B. R 0 3 fG ) Rooke
M urray G . P. M . R 0 3 (G ) A n trim
M usson P. R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry
M yers R. R O l(G ) L landaff
M yles C . J. R O lfG ) C ochrane
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N a m e R ate W h ith er N a m e
N apier  W . L R O (G ) W hitehall R oach A . P.
N ash J. M . R 0 2 (G ) M ercury R oberts C . G .
N ewett R . D . L R O (W ) V ictory R oberts G .
N ew m an  A. J. L R O (G ) Penelope R obertson A.
N ewson  D . J. R 0 2 (T ) T am ar R obins A. G.
N ickerson  M . D . RS M ercury R obin son  T .
N orm an  C . J . M . JR O (G ) H erm es R obin son  T . K .
N orm an  I . D . LR O (W ) Berw ick R obson D .
N orm an  R . J. L R O (T ) M ercu ry R obson P.
N orman W . D . R. R O l(W ) M ercu ry R oe I . A.
N utt  all D . A. R O l(T ) D iom ede R ogers C. J.
N utt  all D . J. JR O (W ) Lincoln R ogers J.
N uzum  E. P. JR O (T ) Fearless R ogerson D . M . 

R ose A . M .
R ose D . R .

O akden K . R. JR O (T ) Palliser R ow lands G . N .
O ’Br ia n  R. R 0 2 (G ) Eskim o R ow lett  I . N .
O ’C onnor  A . J. R 0 3 (G ) A rk  Royal R oy T .  J. P.
O liver K . R 0 2 (W ) H am psh ire R udd E . F .
O liver R . J. JR O (G ) A riadne R udd T . G .
O nslow  P . R. JR O (T ) In tre p id R udd R . J.
O ’R egan  D . M . R 0 3 (G ) A n trim R uddlle A.
O rmerod J. N . R 0 3 (W ) M ohaw k
O sborne A . G. R 0 3 (W ) L ondonderry
O ’Shea B. R 0 2 (W ) E x m ou |h S allonw  D . J. 

S anders P. 
Satchw ell  AL D

O ’Shea M . J. JR O (G ) Palliser
O ’T oole C. R 0 2 (G ) W asperton
O verton B. L R O (G ) V ictory Saunders P. S. 

S avva P . M . 
Schofield  J. G. 
S cott E.
Scott R . I.

O w en  T . P. R 0 2 (W ) M inerva
O w ens A. R O l(W ) Fife

P age M . J. R 0 2 (G ) K eppel SCULLOIN D . J.
P almer K . F . R 0 2 (W ) M ercu ry S argeant B. R .
P almer R. JR O (G ) C leopatra S eager I . K.
P almer O . E. L R O (G ) M ercu ry Seaman P.
P ardo J . N . R 0 2 (G ) M ercury
P arker G . A. R 0 2 (G ) W asperton Sear O . P.
P arry R . D . CY M ercury S etterfield A.
P arsons G . E. L R O (G ) M ercury Shaw  A . R.
P arsons M . R S L incoln S heppard  J.
P aul N . G . C Y M ercu ry Shields I. S.
P aul T . M . A. R 0 2 (W ) A chilles S h il t o n  G . P.
P avier B. I. L R O (T ) M ercu ry S ho esm ith  N . F.
P ayne M . K . R O l(T ) E xm ou th S horten  J . B.
P ayne M . S. L R O (G ) M ercury S horter  G . R .
P ayne A . W . H . JR O (G ) P lym outh SlM M ON DS D . C .
P earson A. R 0 2 (G ) R N  P arty  

S ingapore
S im m ons A . L . 
S in c l a ir  D .

P eelo A . J. R O l(G ) M ercu ry Sked J.
P eglar K . E. R 0 2 (W ) G lam organ S keen B. H .
P enrose R. L R O (G ) M ercu ry SKELLEY I. D .
P errow  F . P. C R S Ajax Slater  D .
P eters W . C. R 0 2 (G ) S t A ngelo S later  J. S.
P heland  P. C C Y H am psh ire Sm a ll  S . G .
P h ip p s  R . J. L R O (G ) M ercury Smaller D . W .
P h il l ip s  W . L R O (G ) L och invar
P ierre L . A. L R O (T ) Blake SMALLMAN A . E .
P ilk in so n  A . D . JR O (T ) M inerva S m it h  B.
P irt  D . R 0 2 (G ) N u rto n Sm it h  B . J.
P itts K . LR O (W ) C ochrane Sm it h  D . G .
P ocock A . T . R 0 2 (G ) T a rta r Sm it h  J . G .
P ope P . A. W . L R O (G ) W arsp ite S m it h  M .
P otter M . S. JR O (G ) M ercu ry Sm it h  M . C.
P ow ell J. R 0 2 (T ) C IN C F L E E T S m it h  P.
POYNDER D . C . P . L R O (G ) F O S T S m it h  P . J.
P reston M . J. R 0 3 (G ) M ercu ry Sm it h  R . G .
P roctor W . A. R 0 2 (G ) C ochrane S m it h  S . A.
P unt P . G . R 0 2 (W ) A riadne S m y th  P . T .
P urnell J. L R O (G ) Excellent S nedden  A . J. S . 

Snedker M . A. 
S olom on  K . W .

Q uin la n  D . J. R 0 2 (W ) C hurch ill
Q u in n  P . A. R 0 2 (T ) In tre p id Sorensen  R . G . 

Sow den  D . M . 
S parkes C . L .

R amsay D . G . JR O (T ) Fearless S peak m an  J . A.
R ay R. R 0 2 (G ) K eppel S tallibrass P . E.
R e ill y  M . J. R 0 2 (G ) N ep tune S tanbrook P .
R end all D . C . L R O (G ) A rgonaut S targatt M . D .
R envoize P. J. JR O (T ) Jaguar S tead K . S.
R eynolds A . W . R 0 2 (G ) D o lph in S teel J. R.
R hodes K . R 0 2 (T ) C IN C F L E E T S teel M . R.
R hodes R . RS Blake Sten to n  A.
R ice N . LR O (W ) M ercu ry Stevens T .
R ichards R . W . R 0 2 (G ) R enow n Stew art D . K . C.
R ichardson  C . R. L R O (G ) M ercury Stew art T . M . J.
R ickard C . D . JR O (T ) Phoebe
R ickw ood  C . W . R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry S toddart A.
R iddell  G . A. R 0 2 (G ) A ppollo St rann ix  W . F .
R ietzler C . M . C R S M ercu ry Stone  R . E.

R a te W h ith er N a m e R a te W h ith er
R 0 3 (G ) B ulw ark S troud R . W . RS Y arm outh
R 0 2 (G ) M ercu ry S tuart C. L R O (G ) M ercury
R 0 2 (G ) D rake S tuart K . G. JR O (T ) In tre p id
L R O (G ) E astbourne Stuart S. R 0 2 (W ) Juno
R 0 3 (G ) M ercury S tuart S. RS M ercu ry
C C Y V ictory S tubbs M . A. RS Blake
R 0 2 (W ) D evonshire Stuckey A . M . JR O (T ) L ondonderry
R 0 3 (G ) Juno S turman  H . G. R O l(G ) M ercu ry
L R O (G ) N ep tu n e S tygal G . J. R 0 2 (G ) M ercury
R 0 3 (G ) A ntrim S utton  A. R 0 2 (W ) Juno
L R O (G ) M ercu ry S w a in  R . L R O (G ) M ercury
RS V ictory SW IN NERTON G . P. L R O (G ) T iger
JR O (W ) H erm ione Sylvester R . D . C C Y A ndrom eda
JR O (W ) D evonshire S ymms L. R O l(G ) M ercu ry
L R O (G ) M ercu rv
R S(W ) C IN C F L E E T
JR O (G ) H erm es
R O l(T ) M ercu ry T ait  J. R. L R O (G ) R esolu tion
R S Palliser T arplee K . RS M ercury
L R O (T ) D o lph in T attum  C . F. L R O (T ) V ictory
R 0 2 (G ) V ictory T aylor A . E. RS Blake
L R O (G ) M ercu ry T aylor A . R. C R S(W ) M ercu ry

T aylor J. L. R O l(G ) M ercu ry
T aylor L . G. RS M ercury

R 0 2 (W )
CY
R 0 3 (T )
R 0 2 (W )
R 0 2 (W )
JR O (G )
RS
R O l(W )
R G 2(G )
JR O (G )
R 0 2 (T )
R 0 2 (T )

M ercu ry
FO C A S
D evonshire
A rethusa
D olph in
Palliser
T a rta r
M ercury
O lym pus
A n trim
Ajax
R N  P arty  

S ingapore 
H ydra 
Y arm outh  
G urkha 
A rk  Royal 
S w iftsure 
M ercury  
Rothesay 
Bulw ark 
R othesay 
A shanti 
M ercu ry  
T  orquay 
A ndrom eda

T aylor P . F . 
T aylor P . W .

JR O (T )
L R O (G )

A rk Royal 
M ercu ry

T aylor R . 
T aylor L. 
T hom as A . C. 
T homas A . G.

T hom as K . P. 
T homas R. 
T hom as T . 
T h o m pson  G .

JR O (G )
L R O (G )
LR O (W )
R S

R O l(G )
R 0 2 (G )
JR O (T )
JR O (G )

Penelope
Ju p ite r
M ercu ry
R N U

T angm ere
A chilles
W hitby
G lam organ
D evonsh ire

T h o m pson  J . K. 
T ho rn to n  J.

R 0 2 (T )
R 0 2 (G )

O sprey
M ercu ry

R 0 2 (G )
R 0 2 (G )
RS
JR O (G )
R 0 2 (G )
R 0 3 (G )
R 0 2 (T )
R 0 2 (T )
CY
R O l(G )
R O l(T )
R 0 2 (T )
C R S(W )

T illey  M . J. 
T in k in so n  G . C. 
T im m in g t o n  D .

R 0 2 (W )
LR O (W )
L R O (G )

V ictory
M ercury
M ercury

T im so n  P . R. 
T om kinson  G . C. 
T om lin so n  C . j . 
T oms D . C. 
T orrens G . V. 
T oy T . D .

R 0 3 (T )
LR O (W )
L R O (T )
JR O (G )
L R O (G )
LR O (W )

T iger
D ryad
V ictory
A riadna
Sirius
M ercu ry

T ucker P. G . 
T urner  G . 
T urner  J. 
T u r p in  S.

JR O (G )
JR O (T )
RS
R 0 3 (G )

Penelope
Blake
K eppel
K eppel

R 0 2 (G ) P lym ou th
R 0 3 (G ) A rk Royal
R 0 2 (G ) D o lp h in U d y  P. JR O (G ) Ju p ite r
RS W hitby
JR O (G ) H erm ione
R 0 2 (T ) S T A N A V - Varns D . P. JR O (T ) B ristol

F O R L A N T Vesty J. R . C. R 0 2 (T ) R.othesay
L R O (T ) O sprey V in e r  S. G. JR O (W ) A ntrim
R S P lym outh
R 0 2 (T ) B ritann ia
R O l(G ) M ercu ry W alker A . C. R 0 3 (G ) Blake
R 0 2 (T ) V ictory W allace J. JR O (W ) H erm ione
R 0 3 (G ) D anae W allace N . A. J. R O l(G ) M ercury
L R O (T ) T  artar W almsley G . LR O (W ) M ercury
R O K G ) W hitehall W arburton B. K . G . L R O (G ) In tre p id
L R O (G ) M ercury W alters P . D . JR O (W ) Fife
C R S (W ) M ercu ry W ard I. D . JR O (\V ) P lym ou th
RS A m azon W ard K . E. R 0 2 (T ) L incoln
L R O (G ) M ercu ry W ard P . J. CCY C harybdis
L R O (T ) M ercu ry W are P . R 0 3 (T ) H erm es
JR O (T ) R othesay W areing  G . J. JR O (T ) B ulw ark
R 0 2 (T ) C en tu rio n W arren M . R S(W ) G lam organ

(D N R ) W arriner  M . J. L R O (G ) M ercury
R 0 2 (G ) G avinton W aterfield J. K . R 0 2 (T ) M ercury
L R O (G ) H am psh ire W atson M . F. R O l(G ) O sprey
R O l(W ) Sirius W elbourne R. L R O (T ) C IN C N A V -
L R O (W ) D anae H O M E
R 0 2 (G ) Penelope W flls P . W . JR O (T ) B ristol
R 0 2 (G ) M onkton W estern  J. C. L R O (W ) M ercury
R 0 2 (G ) C leopatra W heatley  G . R. TRO(T) G lam organ
R 0 2 (T ) M ercu ry W heeler A . L . R O K G ) W hitehall
L R O (G ) A riadne W heeler N . S. R 0 2 (T ) M ercury
CRS V ictory W helan  W . J. RS M ercury
R 0 2 (G ) S S N  08 W h it e  A_. T. R 0 2 (W ) O nyx
R 0 2 (G ) E xm ou th W h it e  B. L . R02C T) Lochinvar
TROfW) L incoln W h it e la w  F . W . J. R 0 2 (G ) Berwick
R 0 2 (T ) S T A N A V - W h it e la w  P. JR O (G ) T orquay

F O R L A N T W lL D E N  R . H . R O l(W ) P lym outh
JR O (T ) B ulw ark W il k in so n  A. L . RS M inerva
R 0 2 (G ) C am bridge
R 0 2 (T ) T angm ere C on t. page 3 cover
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Nam e Rate W hither Name Rate W hither
W il k in so n  K . W . R 0 2 (G )  F o res t M oor 

R 0 2 (T )  Pem broke 
R 0 2 (G )  M onkton 
L R O (G ) M ercury  
R S  Fife
R 0 2 (G )  T am ar 
R 0 2 (T )  Juno 
R S  M ercury
JR O (W ) C leopatra 
L R O (G ) R enow n 
CY  Lynx
JR O (W ) Phoebe 
R 0 3 (T )  Wrh itby  
JR O (G ) Ark P oyal 
R S  A ntrim
R 0 2 (T )  In tre p id  
R 0 2 (T )  Juno

WlSHART D . 
W ood A . M . 
W ood D .

JR O (W ) A n trim  
JR O (G ) A rk Royal 
R 0 2 (T )  T riu m p h  
R 0 3 (T )  G urkha 
JR O (G ) H erm es 
JR O (G ) A rk Royal 
L R O (T ) P hoenix  
R 0 2 (T )  N orfo lk  
R O l(G ) M ercury  
L R O (G ) Berw ick

W ilson  B. R. 
W ilson  J. S. 
W ilson  M . 
W ilson  P . J. 
W ilson  W . 
W i i .lets D . 
W illia m s G .

W ood J. R. 
W ood K . D . 
W ood P . F.
W oodgate E. G . 
WOLVERTON J. W .

W illia m s  J. H . 
W illia m s  K . E . R. 
W il lia m s  K . J. 
W illia m s  M . C. 
W il lia m s  P. K . 
W i il is  A. C. 
W illso n  P . E.

W orral S. R. 
W r ig h t  J.

Yates E. 
Yearley T . J. 
Yeo R . F .
Young  A. D . 
Young  R . M . G .

R 0 2 (W ) T a rta r  
JR O (T ) A rgonaut 
C R S  M ercury
R S Seahawk
L R O (W ) M ercury

W ills  j . F. 
W illets D .

ANSWERS to  n a u t ic a l  q uestio ns
See page 166

1. (a) Mary Celeste, (b) Noah’s Ark. (c) L’Orient. 
(d) The Owl and the Pussy-cat’s, (e) Revenge, 
(f) Cleopatra’s barge, (g) The Ancient Mariner’s.
2. Three Men in a Boat. 3. Andrew Browne Cun­
ningham. 4. Admiral Darlan at Algiers. 5. Dover.
6. Britannia (Queen’s visit to the Isle of Man).
7. Amphitrite. 8. W S Churchill. 9. May 30, 1916 
(Beatty at Jutland). 10. He is Earl Mountbatten 
and a Signal Officer. 11. 211156Z OCT 1805. 
12. They are all flag symbols for the International 
Red Cross. 13. Helen’s. 14. Mercury (Hermes to 
the Greeks).

THE GEORGE INN

RESTAURANT : FOLK CLUB
Catering for all occasions
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vhf/uhf multi-channel 
communications system

P l e s s e y  P V S  9 3 0  S e r i e s
This new Plessey system has been developed 
to supersede equipment currently in service 
with the Royal Navy, Royal Air Force and 
overseas naval and air forces; developed 
under contract for the British services, it will 
be standard fit for the RN and the RAF.
The PVS930 Series provides a complete range of 
facilities, including remote control. It can be 
specified for small installations or as a multi-set 
package which includes antennas, multi-couplers 
and suitable cabinets for ship or ground 
installations.
•  considerable weight and size reductions over 

existing ship and ground/air communications 
systems

•  100 to 155-975 and 225 to 399-975 MHz 
coverage by single unit

•  a.m. and f.m. voice, teletype or high speed 
data transmission

•  9240 speech channels (25 kHz 
spacing) with pre-selected 
channels (v.h.f, u.h.f. or mixture)

•  digital frequency synthesizer ensures stability 
of ±5 ppm /year

•  all transmitters, receivers and transceivers 
are solid-state (except for 100W p.a. stage); 
transmitter outputs of20W or 100W u.h.f. 
and 10W v.h.f.

•  completely compatible with all airborne 
transceivers

This extremely versatile system provides for 
shipboard tactical communications (small 
compact systems for fast patrol boats to 
complex multi-channel configurations for 
much larger ships) and also air traffic control 
and intercept applications. Please ask for full 
technical data.

PLESSEY
A V I O N I C S & C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

Ilford, Essex, England. Telex: 23166.


